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A SUMMER FULL OF GERMAN-AMERICAN
ACTIVITIES

Although we do not have any
formal programs arranged
throughout the state as in
past years, this does not
mean that there will be a
shortage of German-American
activities this Summer.

The IGHS will continue the
Stammtisch series through-
out the Summer and there
will be plenty of other re-
lated organizations spon-
soring events,

As announced in ocur last
MEWSLETTER, the Indiana
German Heritage Society
will be conducting two
Stammtischs, one for begin-
ners and those more inter-
ested in culture on Wednes-
day, and a more advanced
German conversation class
on Thursday. Both events
will begin at & p.m. with
supper in the Rathskeller
Restaurant at the
Athenaeum. All programs
will follow the meal.

The Wednesday programs have
been set through December
and are as follows:

June 8: “Breweries of Indi-
anapolis” presented by
James Talley, a descendant
of the C.F. Schmidt Brewer
of Indianapolis and immedi-
ate past president of the
IGHS. PROBABLY NO SAMPLES!

Tales” hosted by editor
Eberhard Reichmann who
will speak about the mak-
ing of his book of tales,
combined with readings. Do
bring your own German-
American tales! Eberhard
is in the process of col-
lecting material for a
second volume.

August 10: “Louis Trenker
as Kaiser of Kalifornien”
{video) on the life of the
Swiss settler Sutter dur-
ing the California Gold
Rush.

September 14: “German Ar-
chitecture in Indiana”
presentd by William L.
Selm, Associate Director
of the Athenaeum Founda-
tion.

October 12: “Two 1%th Cen-
tury German-American Car-
toonists: Thomas Nast and
Joseph Keppler” presented
by Dr. Annemarie Springer,
Bloomington.

Hovember 9: “German Cus-

toms and Traditions During
the Winter Months” deliv-

ered by Drs. Eberhard and

Ruth Reichmann.

December 1l4: “Christmas in
Bavaria and in the Erzge-
birge” (video) hosted by
Bavarian native Ernestine
Dillon.

A special to Ernestine Dil-
lon for arranging the
Stammtisch programs.

INDIANA GERMAN FESTIVAL

CALENDAR

June 5-12, Germanfest,
Freimann Sguare, Fort
Wayne.

0ld-

July 16, Freudenfest,

enburg.

August 4-7, Jasper
Strassenfest.

August 12-13 Germanfest,
Vincennes.

September 2-3 & 9-10, Okteo-
berfest, German Fark, Indi-
anapolis.

September 9-10 & 16-17, 0Ok-
toberfest, Terre Haute.

September 17, Oktcoberfest,
Athenaeum, Indianapolis.

September 17,
Hew Harmony.

Kunstfest,

FOR ADDRESSES CONSULT YOUR
IGHS GERMAN LANDMARK CALEN-
DAR.
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GEFMAN INFLUENCE ON THE
AUTOMOBILE INDUSTRY

On 5 January 1889, the
Scientific American had
reprinted an earlier re-
pert of the Leipziger il-
lustrierte Zeitschrift
about the successful use
of the high speed Daimler
engine, together witha
woodcut illustration of
the Benz car. When the
first news about the suc-
cess of the Daimler and
Benz wvehicles reached
America, inventive minds
soon responded. There is a
report of a car built by a
German immigrant, Henry
Nadig, in Allentown, PA in
the early 18%0s5. At the
same time another automo-
bile designer of German
origin, Gottfied
Schloener, built a wvehicle
which ran 12 miles per
hour in Milwaukee in 1B89.

Other vehicles became
known such as those built
by Charles H. Black in In-
dianapelis in 1891-1893.
On July 4, 1894, Elweccd
Haynes drove his Haynes
automobile on the Pumpkin-
vine Pike near Kokomo, In-
diana. While this was not
the first automobile built
and operated in Indiana,
this well documented event
is serving as a focal
poeint for our celebration
of the history of automo-
biles.

In the last 100 years,
more than 80 Indiana Indi-
ana cities have produced
more than 500 makes of mo-
tor vehicles.* German-
American inveolwvement in
these companies was sub-
stantial, with many suc-
cessful companies being
started by German-
Americans or Americans of
German descent. Some exam-
ples of lesser known com-
panies with a German name

are Zimmerman Manufacturing
Company, Roman Eichstaedt,
Herrmann Automcbile Com-—
pany, Huffmann Brothers
Manufacturing Co., W.H. Ki-
blinger Company, and Merz
Cyclecar Company. More fa-
mous names include Duesen-
berg, Studebaker, and
Stutz. While socme companies
can be easily recognized
through their German names,
others cannot. For in-
stance, the famous Auburn
Aute Company was founded by
the Eckhart Brothers, but

| named after their hometown.

H.C.5., Ideal Motor Company
and American Underslung
were all Harry C. Stutz
ventures.

German names can alsc be
found in the engineering
departments of famous com-
panies, suchas Gordon
Buehrig whe designed for
Auburn, Cord and Duesen-
berg. Charles Greuter was
the head engineer at Stutz
after 1925. Studebaker em-
ployed Otto Klassmeyer and
Ray Dietrich was head de-
signer in South Bend.

The Duesenberg name is syn-
onymous with excellence,
Duesenberg cars were built

| in Indianapolis and their

creators were the brothers
Frederick and August Due-
senberg, who immigrated as
boys from Lippe, Germany in
1885.

The Studebaker ancesteors,
Clement and Feter, landed
in Philadelphia in 1736.
1851 the family had moved
to South Bend. The next
year, Henry and Clement of
the fourth generation in
the U.5., founded
“"Studebaker Brothers.” In
1858 they were joined by
two other brothers and be-
came makers of Conastoga
style wagons, known for
studiness and durability.
During the Civil War,
Studebaker wagons were in
high demand. In the 18%0s,

By

Studebaker was generally
regarded as the world's
largest wagon builder. The
first Studebaker automo-
bile was built in 1802,
electric powered , open
carriage with tiller
steering. 1904 saw the
first gasoline powered
Studebaker in production.

an

Harry C. Stutz first came
to Indianapolis in 1903 at
the age of 27. He married
cne Clara Dietz. In 1910
he started his own company
and in 1912 the most fa-
mous Stutz automobile, the
Bearcat, won 25 of 30 rac-
ing events. It alsc became
a popular sports car.

By Ruth Reichmann

*For a
of the

thorough coverage
story of the auto-
mobile in Indiana see the
Spring 1994 issue of the
Indiana Historical Soci-
ety’s magazine Traces,
which commemocrates 100
years of automotive his-
tory in Indiana. A Na-
tional symposium of the
Automobile sponsored by
the Histerical Society
will be held in Auburn,
Indiana on July 1&2. Call
the Historical Scciety at
317-233-5658 for reserva-
tions and more program in-
formation.

SATURDAY 1IN THE FAREK WITH

GAE

The German-American Klub
is sponsoring Saturday
night festivals from 11
June through © August at
German Park, 8600 5.
Meridian Street, Indi-
anapolis. Admission is
$1.50 with German food be-
ing served at 5 p.m. and
music and dancing te fol-
low at 7 p.m. For more in-
formaticon call Geocrge
Wehrle, 317-T83-2667.
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JUGENDBEGEGNUNG TC BE IN
INDIANAPOLIS, JULY 19-29

The concept of Jugend-
begegnung (Youth Meeting)
originated in 1992 when
Indianapolis® Sister City,
Cologne, Germany, invited
a group of young adults
(18-24 years old to join
similar groups from Vol-
gograd, Russia, and
Cologne for a meeting in
Cologne. Nine young
adults, accompanied by
Nancy Ruckle, attended the
first Jugendbegegnung

in Celeogne . The goal was
the interaction of the
groups and the creation of
future international lead-
ers and citizens. The
meeting was a great suc-
cess, and the tradition
began.

In the Summer of 1993, a
group of young adults
traveled to Volgograd teo
attend a Festival for
Gifted Youth, working to
keep the tradition alive
and wvital, although the
Jugendbegegnung had to be
postponed.

We now have the pleasure
of hosting the Jugend-
begegnung in Indianapolis
from 19-29 July. There
will be ten young adults
plus two group leaders
from each city. We look
forward to sharing our
city and culture with
these young people from
such diverse backgrounds.
There are many ways you
can share our experience!

The participants will be
housed at the IUPUI Inter-
national House, at the
cost of $15.15 per night.
The German participants
have arranged their cwn
airfare, and our primary
financial chligation will
be housing and feeding

them, in addition to pro-
gram expenses. Cologne is

paying the cost to bring
the Russian greoup from Veol-
gograd to New York, so our
responsibility for that
group will be airfare from
New York te Indianapolis,
health insurance and hous-
ing. Therefore, cost of
sponsorship will be:

German:
pant.
Russian: $370 per partici-
pant.

5155 per partici-

These sponsorships, as do-
nations to Sister Cities,
Inc., are tax deductible to
the extent provided by law.
Individuals or families who
sponscr a participant will
be invited to join us in
many of our activities, as
well as receiving recogni-
tion. We also hope that
sponsors would invite
“their® sponsored person
home to visit an American
home and family.

There are many other oppor-
tunities teo take part in
this exciting program. Per-
haps you, your family, or
your group would like to
prepare a meal or take
aleong lunch for the group.
There are so many other
possibilities for helping!
For more information,
please contact Nancy Ruckle
(B73-6651) or Giles Hoyt
(274-2330) . Thank you!

WELCOME HNEW MEMBERS

Welcome to the following
new IGHS members who joined
pricr teo 23 May:

Douglas C. Fraker

Frank & Lynda Hoffmann
Morritz & Cathy Weiss

Mary Lou Brader

Louis & Ingeborg Lachenmann
Winifred M. Pushor

W.G. Brewer
Hans & Josy Jacecb
Suzanne S5nider

If you are not an IGHS mem-
ber and would like to be-
come one, contact Member-
ship Secretary, Indiana
German Heritage Society,
401 E. Michigan St., Indi-
anapolis, IN 46204. Dues
are $15-year for individual
and 520-family.

GERMAN LIFE

German Life, a new magazine
highlighting culture, his-
tory and people will debut
in July. This colorful pub-
lication printed on high
guality paper may be ocr-
dered for $15.95 for 6 is-
sues (33% off newsstand
price) by writing te German
Life, Circulation Depart-
ment, PO Box 609,
Grantsville, Maryland
21536-9984. The first issue
is guite impressive and is
worth a leook.

HAFPY BIRTHDAY
DR.ELFRIEDA LANG

Dr.Lang, founding member of
IGHS, celebrated her 9%0th
birthday on 22 May. Through
her outstanding scholarship
in the field of German
Americana she influenced
all of us who are now re-
searching the Hoosier Ger-
mans and their contribu-
tions to Indiana's develop-
ment. She has alsc left her
mark on the Indiana Maga-
Zine of Histery for which
she provided wvaluable index
volumes.

Happy Birthday Elfrieda!

And many happy returns!







