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INDIANAPOLIS-SOUTH BEND HOST
INTERNATIONAL GATHERINGS

INDIANAPOLIS TO HOST
1995 SISTER CITIES INTER-
NATIONAL CONFERENCE

JULY 26-30
Approximately 1,500 mayors, corporate
leaders, citizen diplomats and studenis
from around the world will attend the
Sister Cities International Annual Con-
ference to be held 26-30 July at the
Westin Hotel in Indianapolis. Sister
Cities are U.S. communities and over-
seas cities that establish ties to promote
intercultural understanding and friend-
ship, international trade and invest-
ment, provide access to key foreign de-
cision makers, and spearhead introduc-
tion to city leaders. Indianapolis has
three official Sister Cities, Cologne,
Germany, Monza, Italy, and Taipei,
Taiwan.

May Stephen Goldsmith, honorary
chair of the local organizing committee
for the SCI conference said: “Our goal
with this conference is to showcase In-
dianapolis to a targeted audience and
encourage international economic de-
velopment opportunities for our city.”
The local organizing committee made
up of representatives from civic and in-
tercultural organizations, as well as lo-
cal companies that are active in inter-
national business are planning an excit-
ing and varied program and preconfer-
ence forums.

On 25 July a “Western Hemispheric
Relations Forum on Free Trade and
Municipal Strengthening” and a
“Global Economic Development Fo-
rum” will precede the conference and
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Cologne May Norbert Burger will be a
major presenter.

World Youth Forum: Some 300 young
people, ages 13-21, from around the
globe, the nation, and Indiana will
gather for a three day workshop at But-
ler University to explore such topics as
world politics, economics, health,
sports, and the environment. Indiana
youth are especially urged to participate
in the World Youth Forum. For regis-
tration information call Knstin Garvey
at the Indianapolis International Center
317-686-3850.

Parade of Nations: Wednesday, 26
July, at 6 p.m. will be the kick-off of
the Sister Cities International Confer-
ence with a Parade of Nations followed
by the Mayor’s Reception at Union Sta-
tion. [GHS members are invited and re-
quested to attend in ethmic garb il pos-
sible. Youth and adults from many cul-
tures will attend the conference and we
want to make them feel welcome and

walk with them in the parade. The
Cologne Mannerchor will be perform-
ing at the Pan Am Plaza, and Cologne
Mayor Norbert Burger and other mem-
ber of the Cologne Sister Cities com-
mittee will also be present. The event is
free and open to the public.

Following the Parade, festivities will
continue at Union Station at the invita-
tion of the Honorable Stephen Gold-
smith, Mayor of Indianapolis. Vendor
will offer international foods and arts
and crafts items on the first floor. Tick-
ets for Union Station are $12.00 and in-
clude $10.00 worth of food coupons.
They can be purchased from Kristin
Garvey at the International Center. If
you are going to take part in the parade,
call Kristin at the International Center
and let her know what flag vou will be
following and whether or not vou will
be in ethnic attire. Please meet for line-
up at 5 p.m, at the Pan Am Plaza off
Georgia and Capitol.

For further information on the Sister
Cities conference, contact Kristin Gar-
vey at 317-686-3850,

Needed—SCI Conference Volun-
teers. Sister Cities is also seeking vol-
unteers for the following areas: Inter-
pretation, Transportation, Clerical,
Hospitality, and Housing. If you can
help, please contact Jacqueline Cole at
317-877-0243, Carol Carlson at 317-
844-4201, or Ruth Reichmann at 812-
OR8-2866,
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GERMAN TURNERS—HEADED
FOR SOUTH BEND

The 49th American Turners National
Festival will be held 5-9 July at the
sports facilities of the University of
Motre Dame and the Turnverein of the
South Bend Turners. Forty German
Turners will join the American Turners
from around the nation and participate
in competitions ranging from diving
and fencing to gymnastics. Team Cap-
tain Gunter Ruhrig was asked by Ger-
man Turner President Dr. Jurgen
Dieckert to represent the Deutscher
Turner Bund (19,000 clubs, approxi-
mately 3.3 million members) and to
bring the German Turners to South
Bend. Included in the German contin-
gent is a gymnastic group comprised
mainly of students and their coach
Grazyne Skorupa from the TK Han-
nover who will repeat their 1991 pro-
gram from the Indianapeolis Turnfest.
They Hanoverian Turners rejected an
invitation to the World-Gymnaestrada
and chose to come to South Bend to re-
new old friendships. Also planned is
the signing of a friendship agreement
between the Deutscher Turner Bund
and the American Turners at the Ban-

quet on Saturday, 9 July.

While only members of Turner Clubs
compete at the Turnfest, for the Fest-
bummler there is much to see and do.
Besides the competitions there are the
opening and closing ceremonies, mass
drills, performances during German
Night and the Banquet and Dance on
Saturday night. One can browse
through the cultural exhibits and par-
ticipate in the “Fitness Test™ set up and
run by German Turners Lutz Leitner
and Joerg Wontorra of the Badischer
Turnerbund. Participants fulfill several
easy tasks at a number of different
stops, a specified number of these
{determined by age) have to be success-
fully completed. This obstacle course
gives an idea of one’s condition and ev-
eryone will receive a certificate.

Ruth BReichmann and Gaby Botts are
planning side tour(s) for the German
Turners and members of the Indiana
German Heritage Society. There will be
an excursion to Amish Country with
lunch at the Dutchman Essenhaus in
Middlebury and a visit to the Menno-
Hof in Shipshewanna where colorful
displays and a multimedia presentation
take the visitor inside the unique world
of three Annabaptist groups: the Hut-
terites, the Mennonites, and the Amish,
There also will be a lunch at the
Tippecanoe Place, a huge ficldstone
mansion and former home of wagon and
automobile manufacturer Clemens
Studebaker (Studebecker), followed by a
tour of the Studebaker Museum in South
Bend. The musenm maintains the
legacy of the Studebaker Company,
which produced wagons for the Union
Army during the Civil War, and became
famous for its automobiles.

For further information contact Ruth
Reichmann at 812-988-2866 or Gaby
Botts at 219-642-4368.

THE AMERICAN AND THE

GERMAN TURNERS
In June, 1991, after an 80 year hiatus,
Turners from Germany once again
joined the American Turners at the
48th National Turnfest in Indianapolis.
Prior to World War I, they had nur-
tured close relations and had taken parn
in each others Turnfests in large num-
bers. German and American Turners
have a strong historic kinship and are
siblings stemming from the same roots.
Back in Germany, the Turners were
followers of Friedrich Ludwig Jahn
(1778-1852), the father of gymnastics.
They embraced his educational tenets
of sound body and mind through physi-
cal fitness and all-round development,
thus music—male chorus and orches-
tra—theatrical groups, debates, and lec-
tures, were integral elements of the

Turnvereins. Education in citizenship
and vocational work was provided as
well; and a Savings and Loan Bank
served their building needs. The Turn-
verein was a place for fellowship, fun,
and growth for the whole family.

After the disastrous defeat of the Prus-
sian Army by Napoleon at Jena, a tidal
wave of nationalism spread over Cen-
tral Europe. The universities became
hotbeds of liberal thinkers. Secret soci-
eties, fraternities, and various patriotic
organizations were formed. Physical
prowess and fitness were demanded so
that the Vaterland could be liberated
from foreign domination. Turners were
a part of the movement and they con-
tributed valiantly to the defeat of
Mapoleon.

The Post-Napoleonic period (1815-
1848), unfortunately, was one of
restoration of princely powers. The pa-
triotic dreams of German “unity, jus-
tice, and freedom”™ could not be real-
ized against the will of autocratic gov-
ernments and their repressive control
of the people. The Revolutions of 1848
failed and liberal thinkers were forced
into exile.

Three university-trained scholars,
Charles Beck, Charles Follen, and
Francis Lieber, contemporaries of
“Turnvater Jahn,” had been forced 1o
flee due to their republican sentiments,
They came to America and established
the foundations for the gymnastics
movement in the United States. As
Turnvereins formed in many of the
larger American cities, attempts were
made tg start a central training school
that would prepare instructors for the
local societies. In 1866 a teacher semi-
nary was established. In 1907, the
Turnverein Seminary was merged with
the National German-American Teach-
(Continued on page 3}







