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I write to you from an academic landscape that
changed drastically in a short
period of time due to the
coronavirus pandemic. At
IUPUI and the Max Kade
Center (MKC), we are experiencing a hiring freeze, budget
cuts in the coming fiscal year,
abruptly moving our courses
online, likely decreased enrollments in the academic
year, and other unforeseen
circumstances yet to come.
This coming year will be a difficult one for the Center and, even more so, for the German program at
IUPUI.
As IGHS had to cancel events this spring (and
likely this summer), the Center postponed (I hope)
the invitation of Dr. Richard W. McCormick to campus to speak about German-American Director Ernst
Lubitsch in conjunction with a screening of his Hollywood film, Design for Living, at the Athenaeum.
The release of Dr. McCormick’s book, though—
Sex, Politics, and Comedy: The Transnational Cinema of Ernst Lubitsch—was not delayed and was just
released by IU Press. You can snag your own copy
in advance of his rescheduled visit for AY 20-21.
We also were unable to honor our two scholarship recipients in person, but share those results with
you here:
 Daniel Nützel Memorial Scholarship - Eli
Hoopengarner
 Max Kade German-American Center Scholarship for Interdisciplinary Studies—Kaylee
Crowell
MKC was unable to award the Graduate Scholarship, Study Abroad Scholarship, nor Travel Grants
this year, but looks forward to doing so in the coming academic year.

The Spring of 2020 will go
down in history as one of the
most memorable periods in
world history because of the
worldwide coronavirus pandemic. The World Health Organization declared the outbreak of
novel coronavirus a Public
Health Emergency of international concern at the end of January. On 11 March, it was declared to be a pandemic. Authorities worldwide responded
by implementing travel restrictions, lockdowns, and self-isolation for most people.
Since the virus is primarily spread between people during close contact, on Friday, March 13, 2020, in
an abundance of caution, the IGHS Board took the extraordinary step of cancelling this year’s annual meeting and symposium. The 36th Annual Meeting and
symposium was scheduled to be held on March 20-21st
in historic Batesville, IN. The topic for this year’s
meeting was to be German and German-American Influences on Education. Plans to repeat this theme next
year are being discussed, but nothing has been set in
stone as of this date. Watch future editions of this
newsletter for updates.
One of the victims of this cancelation was the
annual IGHS membership meeting, where traditionally
we elect the new members to the IGHS board and offices. The election of officers and members of the Board
of Directors was scheduled for 13 March in Batesville.
The elections did finally take place on 13 May during
the May meeting of the Board of Directors, which was
conducted via Zoom, which was another first for IGHS.
Eight members of the Board were re-elected for
three-year terms, ending in 2013. The re-elected were
Michael A. Hirt; Giles R. Hoyt, PhD.; Fabian Knopfler;
Louise Lamkin; Maria Murphy; Keith Osburn; Steven

(ConƟnued on page 3)
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Tංආൾ ඍඈ Rൾඇൾඐ Yඈඎඋ
IGHS Mൾආൻൾඋඌඁංඉ!
The IGHS membership runs
concurrently with the calendar
year. This means that once again
it is time to renew for 2020.
IGHS is a not-for-profit membership organization, so we rely on membership
fees, donations, and occasional grants to provide
the essential support for the activities and programs of the organization, including our quarterly
Newsletter, which focuses mainly on Indiana German-American history and heritage, but brings also items of general interest.
You may renew online at http://www.ighs.org/
renew.html or use the renewal form located at the
back of this newsletter. You can also use the same
forms to give the gift of an Indiana German Heritage Membership!
If you are uncertain of your membership status,
check your newsletter label. You can also check
by sending an e-mail to ighsmembership@gmail.com.
Please renew right away. Thank you!
The Membership Committee

Sඎඉඉඈඋඍ ඍඁൾ

IGHS Sർඁඈඅൺඋඌඁංඉ Fඎඇൽඌ
The Daniel Nützel scholarship was established
by IGHS, IUPUI Max Kade Center, and the Athenaeum Foundation in memory of Dr. Daniel Nützel, former German professor and Director of the
IUPUI Max Kade German-American Center, to
honor his contributions to the German Program at
IUPUI and the German -American community of
Indiana. The scholarship supports undergraduate
or graduate students with the pursuit of a part-time
professional internship at a German-American organization or institution for the duration of one
semester or over the summer.
The Marie Schoch Endowment Fund was established for the benefit of "qualified persons
wishing to gain and distribute knowledge with respect to the cultural, historic and linguistic contributions of the German American community."
German language study at secondary or university
level may be included.
The donations are tax-exempt. Checks may be
sent to the Indiana German Heritage Society, 401
E. Michigan St., Indianapolis, IN 46204.
Please include a note stating that the contribution is intended for the Marie Schoch Endowment
Fund or the Daniel Nuetzel Memorial Scholarship
Fund.
Indiana German Heritage Society Newsletter

Welcome New Board Members
Ingeburg Davies was born and raised
in Germany. She recently retired from
Roche Diagnostics Corporation, where
for many years she handled the customer visit program. A teacher by
profession, she earned teaching credentials with BA and MA degrees
from the University of Utah and a
French Language Diploma from the
Alliance Francaise in Paris, France. Inge discovered IGHS during a visit to the Christkindlmarkt in
Carmel, and she is looking forward to contributing
to the organization's mission of exploring, studying,
sharing, and celebrating Indiana's rich and deep
German heritage.
Like his twin brother, IGHS board
member, Ron, Don Flick is a multi
-generational native of Jasper, having grown up in a neighborhood
where most of the older residents
still spoke "Jasper Geman". Don
was a member of the first class to
study German at Jasper High
School when that language program
was reinstated in 1974. He was Valedictorian of his
high school class, with his brother Ron as Salutatorian. Don received a Bachelor of Architecture degree from Ball State and worked in Austin, TX before eventually co-founding his own firm in Indianapolis in 2000. A resident of the historic Irvington
neighborhood, Don has been the architect on several
historic preservation projects, including the renova(ConƟnued on page 3)
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(ConƟnued from page 1)

To grant you all a preview of the upcoming
academic year, MKC is working on a multitude of
events and will support a retooling of the German
Program’s summer study abroad program. In
fall—pandemic permitting—we will host a talk
and workshop series on social justice work and
teaching in the humanities, which will bring together scholars from around Indiana and begin
with a talk and workshop by renowned scholar David Gramling (University of Arizona). We also
will host the conference Decentering German Cinema in November, which will bring scholars from
across the world to discuss what constitutes German cinema and its sites.
I look forward to seeing you all in the coming
months once we can gather together again. Until
then, be well, look after yourself and one another,
be generous, patient, and kind, and look to help
wherever you can.
Please consider a donation to the Modern Language Association, which has set up a COVID-19
emergency grant fund for contingent (adjunct) faculty.
Nichole M. Neuman, PhD
Director, Max Kade German-American Center
Hoyt-Reichmann Scholar

(ConƟnued from page 2)

tion of the Bona Thompson Memorial Center for
the Irvington Historical Society. Don and his
wife, the former Lisa Kollman, have two adult
daughters, Emma and Sarah, and have been active
members of Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church
since 1989.
Travis J. Jerde grew up near
Kenosha, WI, about halfway between Milwaukee and Chicago,
in an area where everyone has a
nationality and an ethnicity. His
upbringing exposed him to the
rich cultures of many immigrant
traditions and learned a great
deal from interacting with so
many different cultures. Travis,
his wife and son moved to Indiana in 2010 when
he joined the IU faculty in Indianapolis. This is
when they found the Indiana German Heritage Society and German American Klub and started to
get involved. They have now met many people
Indiana German Heritage Society Newsletter

who are connected to their immigrant ancestors
and experienced the people and events rich in our
state’s German history. Histories that are at risk
of being forgotten. While his paternal grandfather
was Norwegian, hence his surname, and all of the
rest of his great-grandparents emigrated from Germany in the 1890s or 1900s. Travis has been a
regular attendee at the IGHS Stammtisch lectures
and events for the past three years, and joined the
board of the GAK, where his role has been to resurrect the cultural mission of that organization.
As a member of the IGHS board, he would like to
forge stronger bonds between the remaining German social clubs in the area that connect the people to their culture, with the wealth of knowledge
that the IGHS has to offer them.
Morgan County native, James M.
Cooper has deep roots in the
South Central portion of the state.
After graduating from Martinsville
High School, in 1987, I studied at
Indiana University - Bloomington,
majoring in both German and Near
Eastern Studies. Currently living
in Mishawaka, where he works as
part of the IT staff at a large manufacturing facility in Elkhart. His interest in his
German heritage was sparked by listening to his
paternal grandmother reminisce about her father,
who operated a hardware store on the near west
side of Indianapolis in the early 20th century, frequently conducting business with his customers in
German. Over the years, a particular interest has
been the history of the Pennsylvania Germans,
who migrated first into the Upland South, and later into the Midwest. He moderates a Facebook
Group, entitled "Pennsylvania German", which
currently has about 1,500 members.

IGHS Newsletter Deadlines
In order to make the next newsletter, please submit
your stories and pictures by:

Issue
Issue #1 (Winter)

Copy Deadline
December 10

Issue #2 (Spring)

February 1

Issue #3 (Summer)

May 10

Issue #4 (Fall)

August 10
3

Nominations Sought
for
2020 Hoosier
German-American
of the Year
Each fall, the IGHS recognizes an individual who has made a significant contribution to
the cultural and historical heritage of the Hoosier
German-American community. This person must
have been active in the German-American Community of their area during the past years.
Nominations are now being accepted from
the entire IGHS membership for The Hoosier
German-American of the Year for 2020.
Please send us the name of the person you
would like to nominate for this prestigious award.
Be sure to include an explanation of why you believe that this person should be chosen to receive
this award. Please be sure to include your name,
address, telephone number, and email address
along with your nomination and send it to:
Brian Griesemer, Chairperson
Indiana German Heritage Society Awards
Committee
401 E. Michigan Street
Indianapolis, IN 46204
or email to: griesemerbp@lilly.com.

Nominations are due by August 1.
The award will be presented at the German
-American Day presentation held in October at the
Athenaeum German Fest, with proclamations by
the Governor and the Mayor. The recipient will
receive a plaque and the recipient’s name will be
permanently displayed at the Deutsche Haus/
Athenaeum.
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Past recipients of the
IGHS Hoosier German-American
Award include:
2007 Kurt Vonnegut, Jr.
2008 Dr. Carl Sputh
2009 Dr. Eberhard Reichmann
2010 Rev. Arthur Schwenk
2011 Prof. Ron Warner
2012 Hon. Senator Richard Lugar
2013 Dr. Ruth Reichmann
2014 Jürgen Jungbauer
2015 Othmar Grueninger
2016 Dr. Giles Hoyt
2017 Matthias Hilger
2018 Sven Schumacher
2019 William Selm
2020 ????

Requirements for
Hoosier-German American Award
Each year, the Indiana German Heritage
Society recognizes someone who has made significant contributions to the cultural and historical heritage of the Hoosier German-American community. This person must be a Hoosier who has been
active in the German-American Community over a
period of time and who has demonstrated an ongoing dedication to promoting and perpetuating German culture. The award will be presented in the
fall of each calendar year.
4

A Hoosier can be a person who was born in
Indiana or who has moved to Indiana regardless of
state or country of origin and has maintained residency here for at least five (5) years. Period of
time means at least ten (10) years (continuous or
non-continuous period of time) of enabling and
promoting German culture.
Examples of promoting and perpetuating
German culture in Indiana may include, but are not
limited to the following:
1.
Leadership in a German-American organization
2.
Cultural Exchange, such as Sister City Program
3.
Promotion of cultural events to raise public
awareness
4.
Historic preservation
5.
Promotion of the German language
6.
German-American relations (politics or
economy)
Posthumous awarding may be done if no
candidates are nominated and/or if nominated candidates do not fulfill the requirements established
by the organization for that calendar year. Posthumous awarding must be done within five (5) years
after nominee has been deceased.
All active IGHS members are eligible to
nominate nominees for the Hoosier-German
American Award.

Full rules and details for the Hoosier
German-American of the Year Award
are available at IGHS.org

(ConƟnued from page 1)

J. Schmidt; and Wendy Westphal, PhD.
Board also welcomed four new members
to its ranks. Travis Jerde, PhD, and Don Flick
were elected for three-year terms, ending in 2023.
James Cooper and Inge Davies were elected to
two-year terms, ending in 2022, filling seats vacated by Stefan Scull and Matthew Hurley. Flick
and Jerde both reside in Indianapolis, with roots
in Jasper, IN and Wisconsin, respectively. Davies
resides in rural Shelby County and Cooper lives
in Mishawaka.
The following officers were elected for
the 2020-2021: James T. Kienle, president; Brian
P. Griesemer, vice-president; Janet Price, secretary; and Michael A. Hirt, treasurer. Janet Price
succeeded Ron Flick, who served faithfully as
Indiana German Heritage Society Newsletter

secretary for several years.
The Society is grateful to all of these members who responded with a hearty JAWOHL, when
asked to serve. We look forward to a productive
year with the amassed talent and experience collected in this body.
— William Selm

40ඍඁ Aඇඇංඏൾඋඌൺඋඒ Yൾൺඋ ඈൿ
Jൺඌඉൾඋ DൾඎඍඌർඁൾඋVൾඋൾංඇ
Pඋඈർඅൺආൺඍංඈඇ
WHEREAS, the Jasper
DeutscherVerein was
the brainchild of the Jasper Action Team, a Jasper Chamber of Commerce Committee, following the first Strassenfest, a club to keep
the German theme alive all year long; and
WHEREAS, several individuals met in the fall
of 1979 to plan the ground work for this new club;
and
WHEREAS, by January, l 980 there were 320
charter paid members with the first official event,
"The Fastnacht", held at the Jasper Holiday Inn on
February 9, 1980 and the first official meeting was
held at the Schnitzelbank Restaurant on February
21 , 1980; and
WHEREAS, the Jasper DeutscherVerein was
founded in January, 1980, in Jasper, Indiana, USA,
for the purpose of promoting interest in the community of our German heritage, history of the
community, Bavarian archjtecture, etc. This is to
be a purely social club; and
WHEREAS, the contributions of the Jasper
Deutscher Verein to the community have been numerous.
THEREFORE, I, Dean Vonderheide, Mayor
of the City of Jasper, do hereby proclaim the year
2020 as the 40th Anniversary Year of the Jasper
DeutscherVerein and urge all citizens, especially
those of German Heritage, to join in the celebration.

Dean Vonderheide,
Mayor of the City of Jasper.
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INDIANA CHAPTER
PALATINES TO AMERICA
New Use Honors Ferdinand Chapel
The Chapel of Our Sorrowful Mother stands on
a hill known as Mount Calvary in Ferdinand, in the
shadow of the nearby Monastery Immaculate Conception, home to the Sisters of St. Benedict. Completed in 1877, the chapel served as a place of worship and, perhaps most significantly, a place where
mothers and families who lost children could reflect and find solace. Local tradition once held that
unbaptized children lost through miscarriage or
stillbirth were buried in unmarked graves on the
hillside to the west of the chapel.
The chapel closed in the 1970s, used only for
storage until parishioners and preservation advocates Diane and Alvin Hoppenjans and other
church members decided to find a new use for the
landmark, one that honors its history and serves the
modern day needs of the parish.
The building is being repurposed as a columbarium – a sacred space used to hold cremated remains.
“A rise in cremations, now sanctioned by the
Catholic Church as an alternative to traditional burial, made this an attractive and creative way to give
the chapel a new purpose,” says Diane Hoppenjans.
“It was also a fitting way to honor the history of the
building, given its connection as a place of solace
for grieving mothers who lost children.”
A grant from Indiana Landmarks’ Efroymson
Family Endangered Places program helped assess
the building and prioritize repairs. Architect Thomas Wilmes, of Lexington, Kentucky-based Wilmes
& Associates Architects, and Chris Wilmes, a historic restoration contractor from Louisville, Kentucky, conducted the study. The project is expected
to cost $1.5 million dollars.
For more information, contact Greg Sekula, director of Indiana Landmarks’ Southern Regional
Office, gsekula@indianalandmarks.org.
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The Indiana Chapter, Palatines to America
has decided to hold their Fall Meeting on Saturday, October 3 as a virtual presentation.
This was done to facilitate planning and
avoid any potential late changes due to the unknown situation with regard to the COVID-19
pandemic at that time. We want to continue to provide informative programs, but we also must take
into account the health and concerns of many of
our attendees.
Our featured speaker will be Teresa Steinkamp McMillin, a Certified Genealogist® and the
author of the Guide to Hanover Military Records,
1514-1866 on Microfilm at the Family History
Library. She is the owner of Lind Street Research,
a company dedicated to helping people discover
their German ancestry.
She will provide 4 presentations:
 Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of German
Military Records
 He Took Her Name: Understanding German Farm Names
 Stymied by Stieglers: Solved Using Indirect
Evidence
 So, You've Found Your German Town of
Origin, Now What?
For additional details and a registration
form see: https://www.palam.org/palam_update/
resources/2020-10-03-fall-meeting-flyerfinaldocx.pdf
A revised flyer was posted at the above
URL by May 30.
There may be a slight change in the time of
the meeting from the original announcement. Also, we may not yet have details about what service
will be utilized to host the meeting until later, but
updates will be posted on the website as well as emailed to anyone who has already registered. We
appreciate your patience and understanding as we
work through this process.
Questions: indianapalam@gmail.com
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The Leader of the Free World Gives
a Speech, and She Nails It
By
Justin Davidson

Angela Merkel doesn’t do drama and she
doesn’t give speeches on TV. So the mere fact that
the German chancellor faced the camera across a
desk and spoke to the nation Wednesday evening
made the gravity of the situation clear.
“Es ist ernst,” she said—“This is serious”—
and those three bland words had more power than
a hellfire sermon. Then she pivoted from statement
to plea: “Take it seriously.”
Quickly, she moved on to historical context,
the reason for her unprecedented impromptu appearance: “Since German unification—no, since
the Second World War—no challenge to our nation has ever demanded such a degree of common
and united action.”
Merkel made no specific announcements and
called for no nationwide curfews or additional closures. Yet what gave her address its force was her
tone, which was direct, honest, and searingly empathic. She laid bare not just the test we all face
but also the solace that leadership can provide.
Without accusations, boasts, hedges, obfuscations,
dubious claims, or apocalyptic metaphors she did
what a leader is supposed to do: explain the gravity
of the situation and promise that the government’s
help would flow to everyone who needed it.
Indiana German Heritage Society Newsletter

She gave full-throated thanks to front-line medical workers, assured Germans that there is no need
to hoard, and paused to offer gratitude to a group of
workers who rarely get recognized by heads of state
on national TV: “Those who sit at supermarket cash
registers or restock shelves are doing one of the
hardest jobs there is right now.”
This is a war without a human enemy, and Merkel lay no blame. She asked for the sacrifice of discipline, for heroic acts of kindness. She acknowledged
the paradox in calling for solidarity and apartness at
the same time. She understood how painful it is that
just when people desperately want to come together,
families and friends have to endure separation.
To Americans, Merkel’s appeals to democracy,
and her sadness at having to use the full weight of
her authority, come as a welcome shock. No German
could listen to her calls for self-policing without recalling that she grew up in East Germany under the
eye of the Stasi.
“For someone like myself, for whom freedom of
travel and movement were hard-won rights,” she
said, “such restrictions can only be justified when
they are absolutely necessary.” No American could
hear that statement and fail to contrast it with our
own leader’s ringing words: “I don’t take responsibility at all.”
Reprinted from https://nymag.com/
intelligencer/2020/03/angela-merkel-nails-coronavirus-speechunlike-trump.html
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Why Germany's Coronavirus
Death Rate Is Far Lower Than
In Other Countries
Rob Schmitz
As confirmed cases of the coronavirus in Germany soared past 10,000 last week, hundreds of
Berliners crowded Volkspark am Friedrichshain to
play soccer and basketball, and to let their kids
loose on the park's many jungle gyms.
The conditions seemed ideal for the spread of
a virus that has killed thousands. Indeed, as of
Wednesday, Germany had the fifth-highest number of cases. Yet Germany's fatality rate so far —
just 0.5% — is the world's lowest, by a long shot.
"I believe that we are just testing much more
than in other countries, and we are detecting our
outbreak early," said Christian Drosten, director of
the institute of virology at Berlin's Charité hospital.
As Europe has become the epicenter of the
global coronavirus pandemic, Italy's fatality rate
hovers around 10%. France's is around 5%. Yet
Germany's fatality rate from COVID-19 has remained remarkably low since cases started showing up there more than a month ago. As of March
25, there were 175 deaths and 34,055 cases.
Drosten, whose team of researchers developed
the first COVID-19 test used in the public domain,
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said Germany's low fatality rate is because of his
country's ability to test early and often. He estimates Germany has been testing around 120,000
people a week for COVID-19 during the monthlong period from late February to now, when it's
reached epidemic proportions in the country, the
most extensive testing regimen in the world.
And that means Germany is more likely to
have a lower number of undetected cases than other countries where testing is less prevalent, which
raises the question: Why is Germany testing so
much?
"We have a culture here in Germany that is
actually not supporting a centralized diagnostic
system," said Drosten, "so Germany does not have
a public health laboratory that would restrict other
labs from doing the tests. So we had an open market from the beginning."
In other words, Germany's equivalent to the
U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
— the Robert Koch Institute — makes recommendations but does not call the shots on testing for
the entire country. Germany's 16 federal states
make their own decisions on coronavirus testing
because each of them is responsible for their own
health care systems.
When Drosten's university medical center developed what became the test recommended by
the World Health Organization, they rolled these
tests out to their colleagues throughout Germany
in January.
"And they of course rolled this out to labs they
know in the periphery and to hospital labs in the
area where they are situated," Drosten said. "This
created a situation where, let's say, by the beginning or middle of February, testing was already in
place, broadly."
Drosten said that has meant quicker, earlier
and more widespread testing for COVID-19 in
Germany than in other countries.
Lothar Wieler, head of the Robert Koch Institute, Germany's federal agency responsible for
disease control and prevention, said at a news conference last week that Germany's testing infrastructure means authorities have a more accurate
read of confirmed cases of the virus.
"We don't know exactly how many unknown
cases there are, but we estimate that this unknown
number is not very high," Wieler said. "The reason is simple. We issued recommendations in mid
-January about who should be tested and who
shouldn't be tested."
But some Berlin residents aren't as confident
as Wieler. Nizana Nizzi Brautmann said she was
worried when a teacher at her son's school tested
8

positive for COVID-19 and a day later she and
her son woke up with fevers and persistent
coughing. She said she couldn't get through to
Berlin's coronavirus hotline, which was continuously busy.
She finally got through to the city's emergency medical service number, "and I told her
I think we need to be checked because we have
some symptoms," Brautmann recalled. "The
lady was just saying, 'We make no tests here. I
can't help you. I would advise you to stay
home and drink tea.' "
When she finally was able to speak to a
doctor on the phone, the doctor told her to wait
in line outside a local hospital to get tested, but
she didn't have a mask for her or her son, and
she didn't want to infect others in line, so she
stayed home. She and her son are now in good
health, but she said the episode left her wondering how prepared German society is for this
pandemic.
Drosten said such experiences are probably
an exception, not the rule.
"I know the diagnostics community in Germany a bit," Drosten said. "My feeling is that
actually the supply of tests is still good. And of
course, our epidemic is now also very much up
-ramping and we will lose track here, too."
Drosten said the growing number of cases
in Germany will soon exceed testing capacities. But for the time being, he thinks the country has had a robust response to the coronavirus pandemic. He's most worried about countries in Africa that aren't well set up for this —
countries that, once the crisis comes to them,
will find it more difficult to flatten the curve.
https://ww.npr.org/2020/03/25/820595489/why
-germanys-coronavirus-death-rate-is-far-lowerthan-in-other-countries
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Munich’s Oktoberfest Beer Fair
Canceled Over Virus Fears
Munich’s famed Oktoberfest folk and beer
festival has been canceled for the first time
since World War II, the
latest major event to
fall victim to the coronavirus outbreak and a
blow to the Bavarian
capital’s economy.
“We agreed that the risk is simply too
great,” Bavarian Premier Markus Soeder said
at a news conference Tuesday. “We are living
in different times and living with corona means
living carefully.”
Speaking alongside Soeder, Munich Mayor
Dieter Reiter said the event -- this year due to
take place between Sept. 19 and Oct. 4 -brings in around 1.2 billion euros ($1.3 billion)
for local businesses and that hotels, restaurants
and taxi drivers would especially suffer.
The Oktoberfest, first celebrated in 1810, is
one of the world’s biggest folk festivals and
draws more than 6 million visitors from more
than 50 countries. Last year, they guzzled 7.3
million liters of beer, a slight decline from the
previous year’s 7.5 million liters.
Germany has banned large public gatherings until at least the end of August, and the
cancellation of the Munich event was widely
expected.
The festival was called off twice in the past
due to outbreaks of cholera, in 1854 and 1873.
In 1980, a bomb exploded at the main entrance, killing 13 people and injuring more
than 200.
Reiter said the decision to cancel the 2020
edition is “a bitter pill to swallow” and had not
been taken lightly. ”We hope that next year we
can make it up together,” he added.
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Gൾඋආൺඇ Sർඁඈඈඅ ൿඈඋ Cඁංඅൽඋൾඇ
Due to the recent health concerns associated
with the Coronavirus, German School for Children, a Saturday language immersion program for
children ages 3-12, has been suspended until further notice.
Please contact Claudia Grossmann later this
summer regarding plans for the future." Contact:
cgrossma@iupui.edu, or call (317) 274-3943.

Jൺඌඉൾඋ Sඍඋൺඌඌൾඇൿൾඌඍ Cൺඇർൾඅඅൾൽ
After listening to and discussing the comments
from the various state, county and city officials,
the small committee formed to decide the future of
Jasper Strassenfest 2020 felt that it would be nearly impossible to follow and enforce state and federal Covid-19 guidelines while still maintaining
the region and state-wide reputation, as well as the
unique qualities and integrity of the Jasper Strassenfest. Therefore, after weighing everyone's comments, and a nearly two hour group discussion, the
decision was made to cancel the 2020 Jasper Strassenfest.
While we know that this will be a major disappointment to a lot of people, the group as a whole
felt that this was the right decision to make to protect the health and well -being of not only the citizens of Jasper and Dubois County, but also the
many volunteers that operate the various booths
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and events, as well as thousands of potential out of
town visitors.
The decision to cancel was a very difficult decision for the subcommittee to make due to the
fact that the Jasper Strassenfest is the largest, and
in some cases, the only fundraiser of the year for
many of our local, Dubois County non-profit organizations. The Jasper Strassenfest Committee
would like to encourage everyone to consider using the money you would have potentially spent at
Strassenfest, to make a donation to the organizations whose food and game booths you would have
patronized, or whose events you would have competed in.
Your donation will go a long way
in helping these organizations to be able to continue funding the various local causes which their
organizations annually support.

Tඁൾ Wඁංඍൾ Rඈඌൾ Pඋඈඃൾർඍ
If you are looking for inspiration in these dark and uncertain times, you might be
interested in learning how
Willi Graf of the White
Rose resistance helped to
forge a strategy to confront
unprecedented human suffering.
Stephani Richards-Wilson,
PhD, EdD and Associate Professor of Business
and Management at Alverno College in Milwaukee, WI was invited to present on Willi Graf as a
part of the White Rose Project at the University of
Oxford in the UK. Due to the pandemic, her
presentation last March was moved online.
The White Rose resistance to the Nazi regime
was led by a small group of students including
Hans and Sophie Scholl, Christoph Probst, Alexander Schmorell and Willi Graf. Using a used
mimeograph machine, the group wrote and disseminated six pamphlets between 1942 and 1943,
calling on the German people to resist Nazism.
Following their arrest, Hans and Sophie
Scholl and Christoph Probst were sentenced to
death and executed by guillotine just hours after
the conclusion of their trial. Alexander Schmorell,
Kurt Huber, and Willi Graf were later arrested, and
sentenced to death. Willi Graf was executed on 12
October 1943. He was just twenty-five.
You can view her presentation, Willi Graf of
the White Rose: Words, Will, and a Way to Resist
– The White Rose Project at https://
whiteroseproject.org/willi-graf-and-a-way-toresist/
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Tඁൾ Iඇൽංൺඇൺඉඈඅංඌ 4ඍඁ ඈൿ Jඎඅඒ 1866
Iਉਁਁਐਏਉਓ Dਁਉਙ Hਅਁ
July 6, 1866

The celebration of the Fourth of July in this
city, on Wednesday, was probably characterized
by the assembly of a larger crowd than ever before gathered in Indianapolis. Our Republican
friends had made extraordinary efforts to attract
a crowd. The celebration had been heralded
throughout the State for months as a grand reunion of Indiana soldiers. Local celebrations were
made to give way to it, and thousands were attracted by curiosity to see the display. Large
numbers arrived the day before, and long trains,
heavily loaded with passengers, continued to
arrive during the morning. By nine o'clock,
Washington street was almost impassably
thronged with people.
Tඁൾ Gൾඋආൺඇ Cൾඅൾൻඋൺඍංඈඇ
The great feature of the day was the German
celebration in grand procession, ending in a picnic at Stilz's Wood, just beyond the terminus of
the Virginia avenue street railway. Compared
with the German demonstration, the State House
affair was the merest side show. The picnic was
for the benefit of the German English School,
for which a magnificent new building is in process of erection. The affair has been in course of
preparation for some weeks, and, a generous rivalry having been aroused between the different
societies, the consequence was the largest and
most imposing pageant ever seen in the streets
of Indianapolis. The following was the order of
the procession:
1. Wagon of the German and English Free
School, containing 36 young ladies, representing the different States of the Union.
2. Turner Association.
3. Catholic Benevolent Association.
4. Swiss Association Band with wagon containing
22 young ladies representing
the 22 cantons of Switzerland.
5. German Lodge-American Protestant Association.
6. Octavia Ham, of Druids.
7. Prayer Lodge of Harigari.
8. Carriages containing Speakers and reader
of Declaration of Independence.
9. Abraham Lodge.
10. Männerchor, with wagons containing 36
young ladies, representing the States of the
Union.
11. Germania Lodge of Independent Order of
Odd Fellows.
12. Teutonic Encampment of Independent Order of Odd Fellows.
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13. Independent Men's Association, with wagons containing young ladies representing
the States.
14. German Brothers' Association.
15. German Sharp Shooters' Association.
16. Butchers' Association, on horseback, with
wagons, etc.
The wagons were decorated with evergreens
in most exquisite taste. That of the "Helvezia
Band" contained 22 young ladies dressed in
Swiss costume, and was decorated with numerous flags, bearing sundry devices. The wagon of
the Independent German English School was
surmounted by a canopy of red, white and blue,
and tastefully decorated with green leaves. A
young lady dressed to represent the Goddess of
Liberty was the central figure of the group. The
wagon which preceded the Butchers' Association bore an immense pair of ox horns, and a
lamb, gaily decorated with ribbons. The butchers
all mounted and dressed in uniform of white
shirts, black pants, red and blue scarfs, and castor hats, presented a very fine appearance. They
are generally large bound, full muscular, broad
chested specimens of physical manhood, many
of them looking as if they were able to throw a
bull over a staked and ridered fence.
The Männerchor wagon was the largest and
finest in the procession, containing young ladies
and gentlemen. It was trimmed with garlands of
oak leaves, and ornamented with white circular
boards garlanded with leaves, and bearing the
names of all the distinguished composers for
which the world is indebted to Germany. A figure in a flowing white robe, with a long gray

1901 Photo courtesy of the Irvington Historical Society
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beard and holding a harp in his hand represented
an ancient bard, and was typical of the birth of
music. Other wagons were neatly and tastefully
decorated, and contributed to the grandeur of the
display.
Altogether the procession is universally admitted to be the grandest and most imposing turn
out ever seen in this city. The Germans, usually
regarded as a phlegmatic race, and little prone to
be carried away with the periodical tempests of
excitement which convulse the American people, when they do go about a thing never stop
short of doing it well, and in this instance are
fairly entitled to the palm. In matters of taste,
they have shown themselves far superior, while
the affair has been managed with such tact as to
be comparatively inexpensive, and in consequence, several thousand dollars will be netted
in behalf of the noble object for which the celebration was organized.
We have in the course of our life witnessed a
great many public gatherings, and can remember
of but few that approached this one in extent.
There were acres and acres of people, of all ages, sizes, sexes and conditions, all meeting upon
the level, and participating in the most friendly
spirit in the festivities. We heard no one estimate
the crowd at less than 20,000, and think that is
about the correct figure. Among the crowd were
large numbers of soldiers and others from
abroad, who found the attractions at Stilz's wood
much stronger than those at the State House.
Gඈඏൾඋඇඈඋ Mඈඋඍඈඇ'ඌ Hඎඇඍ ൿඈඋ Wංඅඅංർඁ
The tribulations of Japhet in search of a father were as nothing compared with those of
Gov. Morton in search of Gen. Willich. His Excellency wanted to see Willich--wanted to see
him badly--so much so that he couldn't rest. Not
meeting Willich at the State House, he concluded that he must be at the German picnic, and accordingly, in company with Generals Wallace
and Kimball, he went out there to hunt him. He
didn't find Gen. Willich, but found a place on
the speaker's stand, from which to address the
crowd. The Germans heard his Excellency quietly and respectfully, but apparently did not thank
him for introducing his politics upon them at
such a time. Among themselves they had studiously avoided anything that would give the least
suspicion of a political cast to the celebration.
They met as native born and adopted citizens to
celebrate the nation's birthday, and did not care
to hear any election-serving speeches, even from
Gov. Morton. Nor did they want to be patronized. On the whole, we are inclined to think that
His Excellency will find his search after Gen.
Willich an unremunerative speculation. If there
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is anything that will make a German mad quicker
than another it is the idea that he is being made a
fool of, or is being used as a tool, and they are not
slow to perceive evidences of this belief in others.
In looking back over a series of years, we can
not remember to have spent a more pleasant
Fourth of July. It is rather late now, but if it was
to do over, we would do our utmost to be born
and raised a German, for we believe they alone
understand the true theory of life, and appreciate
the motto, "Dum vivamus vivamus" [While we
live, let us live].
Excerpted from the
Indianapolis Daily Herald,
July 6, 1866.

Bൺඋඈඇ ඏඈඇ Mඳඇർඁඁൺඎඌൾඇ
ංඌ 300 ඒൾൺඋඌ ඈඅൽ
Some say he is a liar; some say he is a charming show-off, but however
he is remembered, the cannonball riding Baron von
Münchhausen and his adventures are world-famous!
Books about his adventures
have been translated into
over 50 languages, and
films have been made about
his life, but few know of the
real person behind the popular character and his tall tales.
Hieronymus Carl Friedrich Freiherr von
Münchhausen, was born on 11 May 1720. The
future Baron Münchhausen started out as a pageboy for a member of the Russian aristocracy. Later as a popular cavalry officer, he impressed his
friends with amusing stories about his adventures.
Author Rudolf Erich Raspe published some of
these adventures in England without the Baron’s
permission. Raspe's book was an immediate success. The scholar and poet Gottfried August Bürger translated them into German, where they also
were very popular. Münchhausen was incensed
and wanted to sue Bürger and others," says Tina
Breckwoldt, author of the book, The whole truth
about Münchhausen & Co.
"His stories were intended to amuse the listeners. He didn't want to lie." stresses the author,
however, “Münchhausen” has entered the German
language as a synonym for a liar. It is possible,
that this spin on his stories was a lawyer’s invention during the divorce battle with Münchhausen's
second wife, Bernardine von Brunn, who was 57
years younger than him. Baron von
Münchhausen died in his birthplace in Bodenwerder in 1797.
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New Title from NCSA Literatur
The latest work from Don Heinrich Tolzmann is a
new compilation and translation of the travel writings of
the internationally known German travel writer and novelist, Friedrich Gerstäcker (1816 - 1872). Gerstäcker’s
works were bestsellers in German, as well as in translation.
This new book, Cincinnati, Ohio: The El Dorado of
the German Emigrant contains a selection of
Gerstäcker’s writings about Cincinnati, a nexus for
many of the new German Immigrants during the 19th
century. The work is edited and translated by Dr. Don
Heinrich Tolzmann.
Tolzmann's collection includes a number of new
translations, accompanied by some contemporary illustrations, and some useful bibliographical material.
The book tells us a lot about Ohio Valley history,
adding an important dimension in the history of German
immigration to the city as well as Gerstäcker's fascinating life, all wrapped up in an enjoyable read.
Cincinnati, Ohio: The El Dorado of the German
Emigrant (ISBN: 978-1-880788-56-1), $13.00 is now
available at Amazon.com.

Auf Deutsch
In German communities, there is a type of humor that Americans are
not readily familiar with. It focuses on some mundane object while it
is actually designed to make you think about the human condition.
A classic example deals with Sauerampfer (common sorrel), a plant
that grows on the sides of the road and is considered a weed. The
author of this short anonymous poem compares himself to the lowly
Sauerampfer, sitting on the side by the road and getting dusty as the
traffic passes him by, when he wishes that he could be on a
riverbank with water and fresh air, watching the ships sail by.
There is a little ditty about the Sauerampfer:
Der arme Sauerampfer,
steht am Strassenrand,
sieht Auto über Auto
und niemals einen Dampfer,
(Steamship),
der arme Sauerampfer.

The poor sorrel,
Sits by the side of the road,
Watching car after car
But never a steamer
the poor sorrel.

In the 1890s and the early days of the 20th century, an open letter
appeared in many of the German Language newspapers around the
central US, including the Indiana Tribüne. These satirical columns
penned under the pseudonym of Philipp Sauerampfer ridiculed the
deterioration of the German language among the immigrants. The
columns were written entirely in phonetic German-American speech,

Indiana German Heritage Society Newsletter

Indiana Tribüne, 7 October 1900, p12
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GERMAN-AMERICAN DAY ESSAY CONTEST
For College Students
Sponsored by:

Indiana German Heritage Society (IGHS)
Deadline: October 6, 2020
1st prize: $300, 2nd prize: $200, 3rd prize: $ 100
Contest winners will be invited to share their findings with the IGHS organization at one of
their monthly Stammtisch meetings and/or by publishing the essay in the quarterly newsletter.

Essay Topic:

“Gesundheit!” – German-Americans and Their Impact on Health, Health Sciences, and Well-Being in the U.S.A.”
Description: Immigrants from German-speaking countries contributed to many aspects of
public life and community building in the U.S.A.. Scientists, artists, farmers and entrepreneurs shaped the fabric of their new homeland. Their contributions to society included those
in the field of health care and well-being. From founding pharmacies to promoting natural
remedies, from creating spa towns to developing new pharmaceuticals and businesses in the
health care field, these immigrants helped improve lives – both in Indiana and across the
country. In your essay, describe and analyze one or more aspects of these accomplishments,
either by focusing on one particular person or business, or by discussing one domain of specialization (i.e. pharmaceuticals, natural remedies, lifestyle, physical fitness, etc.).
Evaluation of Essay: Factual evidence/research, analysis, creativity, writing style will be
considered equally. Evaluation of Personal Statement (in German): content, details, grammar and vocabulary.
Contest Requirements: Please submit in 1 Word document:
Essay, approx. 750-1000 words (in English); Notate sources and include a “Works Cited”
One page (double spaced) statement (~250 words) of student’s background (in German), highlighting any experiences / planned experiences with German language and
culture which have influenced the student’s personal life and educational career, or their
own German-American heritage (where applicable).
Cover page with: Student name & email address, Teacher’s Name, University Name
Submit entries via email (subject line: “IGHS College Essay Contest”)
as one Word document attachment
to:
Dr. Wendy Westphal, IGHS Education Committee,
Marian University German Program, abroad@marian.edu
Indiana German Heritage Society Newsletter
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German-American Day

Essay Contest for
High School Students
Sponsored by: Indiana German Heritage Society
Deadline: German-American Day, October 6, 2020
Prizes:
1 prize: $300.00, 2 prize: $200.00, 3rd prize: $100.00
st

nd

Contest winners will be invited to share their findings with the IGHS organization at one of
their monthly Stammtisch meetings and/or by publishing the essay in the quarterly newsletter.

Essay Topic:
“Gesundheit!” – German-Americans and Their Impact on
Health, Health Sciences, and Well-Being in the U.S.A.”
Description:
Immigrants from German-speaking countries contributed to many aspects of public life and community building in the U.S.A.. Scientists, artists, farmers and entrepreneurs shaped the fabric of their new
homeland. Their contributions to society included those in the field of health care and well-being. From
founding pharmacies to promoting natural remedies, from creating spa towns to developing new pharmaceuticals and businesses in the health care field, these immigrants helped improve lives – both in Indiana and
across the country. In your essay, describe and analyze one or more aspects of these accomplishments, either
by focusing on one particular person or business, or by discussing one domain of specialization (i.e. pharmaceuticals, natural remedies, lifestyle, physical fitness, etc.).
Evaluation of Essay: Factual evidence/research, analysis, creativity, writing style will be considered equally. Evaluation of Personal Statement (in German): content, details, grammar and vocabulary.
Contest Requirements: Please submit in 1 Word document:
 Essay, approx. 750-1000 words (in English); Notate sources and include a “Works Cited”
 Minimum one-half page statement (~125 words) of student’s background (in German), highlighting any experiences with German language and culture which have influenced the student’s personal
life and educational career, or their own German-American heritage (where applicable).
 Cover page with: Student name & email address, Teacher’s Name, High School Name & City
Submit entries via email (subject line: “IGHS HS Essay Contest”)
as one Word document attachment
to
Dr. Wendy Westphal, IGHS Education Committee,
Marian University German Program, abroad@marian.edu
Indiana German Heritage Society Newsletter
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Iඇൽංൺඇൺ Gൾඋආൺඇ-Aආൾඋංർൺඇ Hൾඋංඍൺൾ Cൺඅൾඇൽൺඋ

Sඍൺආආඍංඌർඁ ൺඇൽ Pඋඈඋൺආඌ
Wednesday, July 8: No Board Meeting, Stammtisch or Program
Wednesday, August 12: Board Meeting, Stammtisch and Program, the Indianapolis
Liederkranz Brass Band, led by Jeff Westfall. IGHS welcomes an encore performance of the
Indianapolis Liederkranz Brass Band, led by Jeff Westfall. The Indianapolis Liederkranz Brass
Band was founded in 2014 with the mission to share our German musical heritage. Bring your
friends to this delightful concert on the Auditorium Room.

Wednesday, September 9: Board Meeting, Stammtisch and Program: Half Year in Heilbronn and Beyond presented by Kaylee Crowell. Kaylee had an Engineering Internship at Uni-

versity Heilbronn and is scheduled to start as an IUPUI graduate school in Biomedical Engineering
in 2021.

As always, the programs are held at the Athenaeum, 401 E. Michigan St., Indianapolis. They are in English
--free of charge and open to the public. Optional dinner and conversation at 6:30 p.m. with the program at
7:30 p.m. Dinner costs $15.00 per person (tax, non-alcoholic beverage, and gratuity included). Please
respond with your plans for attendance to secretary.ighs@gmail.com.

Oඍඁൾඋ Pඋඈඋൺආඌ
June 17-18: The National Palatines to America Conference in Cincinnati, OH. The conference will feature
presentations on “Key Essentials of German Genealogy—From Basics to Success” presented by Kent
Robinson, past national president, and presentations by Daniel Jones and Michael Lacopo. Dr. Don
Heinrich Tolzmann will lead an Over-the-Rhine bus tour, but seating is limited. The conference will be
held at the historic Hilton Netherland Plaza Hotel in Cincinnati with special conference accommodation
rates. For additional details, a conference brochure, and registration information, please see
www.palam.org.
July 18-27: Oberammergau Passion Play 2020. This year marks the 42nd time since 1634 that the village of
Oberammergau has presented its Passion Play. Over 2,000 participants bring the story of the Crucifixion of Christ to life. Join Sven Schumacher to witness this rare and moving pageant set among the
breath taking mountain scenery and traditional Bavarian villages. Questions? Contact Grueninger Travel Group: (317) 581-1122 or info@grueningertours.com.

Indiana German Heritage Society Newsletter

16

Indiana German Heritage Society
Membership Form
Name:

_____________________________________________________________

E-Mail:

_____________________________________________________________

Please enter / renew my membership:
 Individual
 Family
 Full-time Student
(with teacher’s signature)





$ 20.00
$ 25.00
$ 5.00

Business
$100.00
Non-Profit
$ 50.00
Library Rate $ 15.00

Second person for family membership
Name: ____________________________________________________________
E-Mail:

____________________________________________________________

Address:

____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

City:
Country:

____________________________ State: ____ Zip Code: ______ - ____
________________________________ Phone: (____) ____ - ________
 E-Mail

I would like to receive the IGHS Newsletter:
Specific Interests:
 Architecture
 Arts
 Cultural Exchanges /
Sister Cities







Family
Genealogy
General
German Language Programs
History

Knowledge of German Language:
Knowledge of Old German Script (Sütterlin):
I am willing to help with activities (Circle one):

 None
 None
Yes

 US Mail







Local Community
Music
Religious
Teaching Materials
Traditions & Folklore

 Some
 Some
No

 Fluent
 Good

I wish to make an additional tax-deductible donation of $ ________.
 This is a gift membership. Name of person providing gift membership:
_____________________________________________________________
Please make checks payable to: Indiana German Heritage Society. Send your membership form and
payment to Indiana German Heritage Society, Membership Chair, 401 East Michigan Street, Indianapolis,
IN 46204.

To join or renew online, go to IGHS.org!
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Indiana German Heritage Society
401 East Michigan Street
Indianapolis, IN 46204
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