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IGHS PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 
2020 was aimed at 

building upon last year’s suc-
cesses.  We had great programs 
lined up and poised to push 
awareness of IGHS to a greater 
level of statewide recognition 
and participation.  However, as 
you all are aware, COVID-19 
has had a significant impact on 
all of our lives.  It has been dis-
appointing to cancel such 
events like our Annual Sympo-
sium in Oldenburg/Batesville 
and the upcoming 
Christkindlmarkt activities. But 
rather than dwell on the nega-
tive, I would like to emphasize 
what we are doing to advance participation and 
interest in IGHS in our current situation, 

After the summer recess there are pro-
grams and activities both live and virtual to look 
forward to.  We will try to make the virtual events 
enjoyable and the live events safe with all possi-
ble precautions.  

On the programs, Bill Selm and the Pro-
gram Committee have been lining up some “good 
stuff” leading off with: 

 
 The Stammtisch for August 12th featuring 

the Liederkranz Brass Band at German Park 
(unfortunately will happen before this edition 
comes out.) 

 The Athenaeum’s Germanfest is a great op-
portunity to educate festival goers about the 
city’s and state’s German Heritage.  The event 
is tentatively scheduled for Saturday, October 

(Con nued on page 3) 

HISTORY OF GERMAN DAY &  
GERMAN-AMERICAN DAY 
 
 We usually celebrate German
-American Day (October 6) at Ger-
manfest at the Athenaeum with reso-
lutions by the Governor and the 
Mayor of Indianapolis. The recipi-
ents of the Annual Hoosier German 
of the Year Award will be honored at 
that occasion.  Before the two World 
Wars, the German communities 
across the Nation celebrated 
it as German Day in a grand style. 
All this was brought to an abrupt halt 
with the Anti-Germanism of the 
wars. 
 Oktoberfests and German-

fests began to be held again, but it  took the nation
-wide celebration of the  Tricentennial of German 
Group Immigration,  "Three Hundred Years of 
German Immigration to America 1683 - 1983" to 
rekindle interest in things German. On October 6, 
1683, group immigration had begun with the arri-
val of thirteen Mennonite and Quaker families 
from Krefeld, Germany. They settled in 
"Deutschstadt" near Philadelphia, incorporated in 
1689 as Germantown. In 1983, President Ronald 
Reagan proclaimed October 6 as German-
American Day to celebrate and honor the 300th 
anniversary of German immigration and culture to 
the United States.  

The Tricentennial was also celebrated in 
Indiana when Governor Robert Orr named a Tri-
centennial Commission and it began meeting at 
the Athenaeum. After the Tricentennial Celebra-
tion came to an end on October 6, 1983 the group 
continued meeting and decided "that we had just 

(Con nued on page 4) 
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The Indiana German Heritage Society was founded in 1984 as a statewide histor-
ical and educational membership organization aimed at preserving and celebrat-
ing Indiana’s German heritage.  The Society is headed by a volunteer board of 
directors.  It is a non-profit organization and qualified for tax-free donations. 
 
The IUPUI Max Kade German-American Center provides support to maintain an 
interdisciplinary research center for German-American Studies.  Its mission is to 
support this field through research into German-American history and heritage 
with primary emphasis on Indianapolis and the Hoosier State, and through 
teaching and service. 
 
The Indiana German Heritage Society & IUPUI Max Kade German-American 
Center Newsletter (ISSN: 1939-3261) is published quarterly by the: 
 

Indiana German Heritage Society 
401 East Michigan Street 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 
317-464-9004 

http://IGHS.org 
 

Managing Editor: Ruth Reichmann  Reichman@indiana.edu 
Newsletter Editor: Steven  J. Schmidt Schmidt@iupui.edu 

 
Back issues of the IGHS Newsletter are available  

online at http://IGHS.org. 

Indiana German Heritage Society 
&  

                  IUPUI Max Kade German-
American Center 

Support IGHS  
while you Shop! 

Give an assortment of our publications 
 

T   R  Y   
IGHS M ! 

 
     The IGHS membership runs 
concurrently with the calendar 
year. This means that it will 
soon be time for you to renew 
for 2021.   
     IGHS is a not-for-profit 
membership organization, so we 
rely on membership fees, dona-

tions, and occasional grants to provide the essen-
tial support for the activities and programs of the 
organization, including our quarterly Newsletter, 
which focuses mainly on Indiana German-
American history and heritage, but brings also 
items of general interest. 

You may renew online at http://www.ighs.org/
renew.html or use the renewal form located at the 
back of this newsletter.  You can also use the 
same forms to give the gift of an Indiana German 
Heritage Membership! 

If you are uncertain of your membership sta-
tus, check your newsletter label.  You can also 
check by sending an e-mail to ighsmember-
ship@gmail.com.  

Please renew right away. Thank you! 
The Membership Committee 

 

S    
IGHS S  F  

 

The Daniel Nützel scholarship was established 
by IGHS, IUPUI Max Kade Center, and the Athe-
naeum Foundation in memory of Dr. Daniel Nüt-
zel, former German professor and Director of the 
IUPUI Max Kade German-American Center, to 
honor his contributions to the German Program at 
IUPUI and the German -American community of 
Indiana. The scholarship supports undergraduate 
or graduate students with the pursuit of a part-time 
professional internship at a German-American or-
ganization or institution for the duration of one 
semester or over the summer. 

The Marie Schoch Endowment Fund was es-
tablished for the benefit of "qualified persons 
wishing to gain and distribute knowledge with 
respect to the cultural, historic and linguistic con-

Search Amazon BOOKS for  
“Indiana German Heritage Society” 

tributions of the German American communi-
ty." German language study at secondary or 
university level may be included.  

The donations are tax-exempt. Checks may 
be sent to the Indiana German Heritage Society, 
401 E. Michigan St., Indianapolis, IN 46204.  

Please include a note stating that the contri-
bution is intended for the Marie Schoch Endow-
ment Fund or the Daniel Nuetzel Memorial 
Scholarship Fund.  



Indiana German Heritage Society Newsletter    3   

 

 

Did You Know? 
 

Now You can Renew  
Your IGHS Membership Online! 

 

 IGHS.org 

3, 2020 and will include book sales, produced 
by the NCSA Literature, as well as flags, tee 
shirts, and other German themed items.  As 
always, the event will feature traditional Ger-
man food and drink and the ever popular 
Dachshund races provided that the dogs can 
be trained to properly “social distance” by 
staying in their lanes. Checkout the “official 
word” on what is expected to happen at this 
year’s GermanFest on page 4. 

 2020 Hoosier German American of the 
Year: The IGHS Selection Committee makes 
the announcement of this year’s recipient later 
in this newsletter, so I won’t steal their thun-
der.  The award will be given at this year’s 
GermanFest or another venue if that is not 
possible. It will be awarded this year, COVID-
19 or not.  

 Sankt Nikolas Fest is currently being planned 
for December 6, 2020 if possible. 

 Our Wegweiser Display is still on the road  
around the state. It is currently residing on the 
east side of Indianapolis at the Irvington 
Branch of the Indianapolis Public Library. 

 Stammtisch Programs:  Our monthly Stam-
mtisch programs are currently being planned 
for the balance of the year either virtual or 
live. Whenever possible, we will be offering a 
Zoom option to allow for social distancing.  
Checkout the Calendar in this newsletter for 
details. 

 Nützel Scholarship:  I would like to report 
that Eli Hoopengarner, the Professor Daniel 
Nützel Memorial Scholarship Award recipi-
ent, sent a very grateful thank you letter for 
being awarded the scholarship.  He stated that 

(Con nued from page 1) the aid will help to make possible his automo-
tive internship in Heilbronn, Germany.  The 
internship will provide him networking and 
exposure in the automotive industry, and will 
greatly facilitate him to achieve his career 
placement in the industry.  

Despite the COVID-19 outlook, I believe 
that IGHS can be, and is, an active, thriving Ger-
man Heritage organization through careful plan-
ning and consideration. Further, we hopefully will 
be able to host a number of live activities and def-
initely will have virtual engagements that will still 
allow IGHS to thrive in this “Strange New 
World.”  We have been able to keep things mov-
ing at the board level through electronic means 
(Zoom, email, conference calls, etc.)   

And most of all I believe that with care 
and concern for each other, that we will get 
through this. 

Stay Safe, 

Jim Kienle 
Jim Kienle, IGHS President 

An IGHS Membership 
Makes a  

Wonderful Gift! 
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GermanFest 2020* 

 * If conditions allow 
 

In the age of COVID-19 and an interna-
tional pandemic, nothing is certain, except per-
haps death and taxes. This is very much the case 
when you are talking about the 12th annual Athe-
naeum Germanfest. As of this writing, here are 
the plans for this year’s Athenaeum GermanFest 
on October 3, 2020. 

First of all, due to construction on the site 
of the Athenaeum parking lot, GermanFest will 
move out onto Michigan Street, which will be 
closed to through traffic for the day for a FREE 
event.  The street will play host to a German-style 
Farmer’s market featuring roughly two dozen 
booths selling fall produce, pre-packaged food 
and, of course, the many new publications of 
IGHS. 

Second, you cannot celebrate all things 
German without music and beer, so the Rathskel-
ler will host a socially-distanced Biergarten offer-
ing traditional adult liquid refreshments and live 
music.   

In addition, representatives from IGHS 
will be reading proclamations from the mayor and 
governor, and this year’s Hoosier German-
American of the Year award will be presented. 
 In compliance with Board of health and CDC 
rules, occupancy of the Biergarten will be limited, 
and there may be a small cover charge for admit-
tance to the Biergarten. 

Third, it cannot be an authentic Athenae-
um Germanfest without wiener dog races!  The 
2020 Wiener Dog races will be limited to just 25 
pre-registered wiener Dogs. Each dog will be vid-
eotaped as they run their solitary lap, then on the 
day of the event, races will consist of a side-by-
side showing of these videos in groups of five. 
The winner of each heat will be added to the final 

(Con nued on page 6) 

begun" and it must continue.  This resolve led to 
the founding of the Indiana German Heritage So-
ciety in 1984. 

The nation-wide Tricentennial  Celebra-
tion had a profound effect on the  growth  
of German-American activities and organizations 
from the local to the State and National lev-
els.   The Society of German-American Studies, 
supported by DANK and other State and National 
organizations, initiated a petition drive, requesting  
Congress to establish October 6 as German-
American Day and celebrate it every year.  On 
August 6, 1987, Congress approved S.J. Resolu-
tion 108, designating October 6, 1987, as German
-American Day. It became Public Law 100–104, 
101 Stat. 721 when President Reagan signed it on 
August 18.   

   
 

GERMAN DAY CELEBRATION INDI-
ANAPOLIS, SEPTEMBER 3, 1899    

An Address by Charles W. Fairbanks  
(1852-1918) Vice President of the United States 

  
...You do well to celebrate German Day--

the day when the first German emigrants landed 
on American soil. It was an event of great histori-
cal significance; of importance to the emigrants 
themselves and of no less importance to the coun-
try... 

By celebrating it you do not thereby be-
come less Americans; for as much as you love the 
German fatherland, you nevertheless love the 
United States before and above all else, and cher-
ish her beneficent institutions... 

 No matter whether you are from Germany 
or from Ireland or from England or from France... 
your proudest boast is that you are an American 
citizen and that you are enamored of the institu-
tions of the great republic... 

The principal German emigration to the 
port of New York occurred between 1821 and Ju-
ly, 1899... 5,010,880 souls. They came on no tem-
porary mission; they came with no divided alle-

(Con nued from page 1) 

(Con nued on page 7) 
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I bring you greetings from the Indian-
apolis Liederkranz.  It's been a long time since 
we've been together as a group, but we are still 
around and still thinking about seeing everyone 
again. 

The boards of the Liederkranz and the 
Liederkranz Damenchor had a joint meeting 
this summer.  At that meeting we heard a 
presentation from someone who works at the 
Marion County Health Department regarding 
their recommendations for getting together.  
After the presentation, we talked specifically 
about our next scheduled event which is the 
Summerfest at German Park.  We decided it 
would be in everyone's best interests to cancel 
it.  I know a lot of people look forward to the 
summer picnic, and we are just as disappointed 
as you are about this, but we are trying to take 
a long term perspective.  We haven't decided 
yet about starting choir practice on schedule, 
which would normally have been September 
9th this year.  We also haven't made any deci-
sions about our Oktoberfest scheduled for Sep-
tember 26th.  We will send another email later 
to let you know about that one. 

I have spoken to Allie Lee about the 
"Frank and Allie Show" scheduled for October 
10th.  They have decided to cancel all of their 
in person performances for the rest of the year, 
which includes the one at the Liederkranz.   

We also want to publicly express our 
sincere condolences to the family of Christel 
DeHaan, who passed away this summer.  She 
was a major philanthropist in Indianapolis and 
a major benefactor of the Liederkranz.  She 
will be missed by many people.   

I hope you are all staying safe during 
these trying times.  We have missed seeing all 
of you, but I am confident we will see each 
other again. 

Cliff Chandler, President 
Indianapolis Liederkranz 

It is with sincere sadness that I must inform 
you that the 2020 Carmel Christkindlmarkt has been 
cancelled.  

During the months of May and June, the num-
ber of confirmed cases of COVID-19 in our state was 
trending downward. The daily number of cases had 
lowered by 50%. We were encouraged by these num-
bers and optimistic that we would be able to safely 
operate the Carmel Christkindlmarkt. We moved for-
ward with plans and preparations in the hope that this 
trend would continue. 

Unfortunately, our city and state have seen a 
significant increase in the number of confirmed cases 
of COVID-19 in the month of July. In the last week, 
our number of cases has reached a new record high. 
Because of this new trend, the City officials deter-
mined that it is necessary to cancel the 
Christkindlmarkt in order to appropriately consider 
the health and safety of our guests. Brian and I agree 
completely with their decision, though we are sad-
dened by it. 

I want to personally apologize for 
the difficulty and hardship that this will cause you. 
We anticipate returning to operations in 2021. When 
we do so, we would like to assure you that you will 
be pre-approved for the 2021 market.  

I hope you all are healthy and well.  Let me 
know if you have any questions at this time. 

 
Sincerely,  

Maria K. Murphy 
CEO & Market Master 

Carmel Christkindlmarkt Inc. 
maria@carmelchristkindlmarkt.com 
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2020  HOOSIER GERMAN-
AMERICAN AWARD  

  
The 2020 Hoosier German-

American Award will go to 
the  Friends of Wyneken, Inc.  By 
honoring this group IGHS will pay 
tribute not only to FOW, but also to 
IGHS itself for the important role it 
has played in this significant historic preservation 
project. 

In 1998 the Indiana German Heritage Socie-
ty was approached by a group from Adams County 
for help in saving the historic Wyneken house. They 
made a strong case for the importance of a restored 
Wyneken House and for its future use. Indiana 
Landmarks had taken an interest, and other noted 
historians and historic groups were beginning to take 
notice of this historic house. The Board of IGHS 
accepted the challenge and decided to support this 
great project. As interest in saving the Wyneken 
House built, the Friends of Wyneken was formed in 
2004. 

Following Wyneken’s death, the house had 
been sold and had a succession of owners. The 
Wyneken House suffered many indignities and 
was in bad shape -- at some point, the entire front 
porch was removed right off the House, the thick 
oak flooring was cut out, and the large oak floor 
joists were cut out of most of the House, and doors 
were taken too. Only the House was sold, not the 
land on which it sat. The landowners several times 
demanded that the House be moved off the property 
or they would tear it down. As threats to destroy the 

(Con nued on page 12) 

race, where they will make the ultimate, socially-
distanced run for the sausage! All races will be 
shared, on Oct 3rd, via the Athenaeum Foundation's 
social media channels. 

Finally, we realize that a lot of people are still 
cautious about appearing in any event that draws a 
large crowd. But that doesn’t mean that you have to 
miss out on Germanfest.  

This year, the Athenaeum will be offering 
GermanFest @ Home kits for sale. Each kit will in-
clude a selection of sausage, beer and other items to 
help you celebrate your German heritage (real or im-
agined) at home.  Just purchase your GermanFest @ 
Home kit and take it home. (Ordering details will be 
posted on the Athenaeum Foundation webpage soon).   

Then on October 3rd, you can grill your sau-
sage, drink your beer and kick back and enjoy the 
Wiener Dog races from the comfort of your own 
home. 

For questions, contact the Athenaeum Founda-
tion at 317-655-2755 or info@athfound.org. 

(Con nued from page 4) 

No Cologne Christmas Markets This Year 
 
 Every year around 6 million people visit Co-
logne's large Christmas markets.  Unfortunately, 
Heinzels Wintermärchen in Cologne's old town can-
not take place this year," The 2020 Cologne Christ-
mas markets have been canceled due to the corona 
pandemic.  
 “We are very sad, but we believe that the 
risk, especially in the winter months, does not allow 
any other conclusion. The risk is simply too high - 
the safety of visitors, dealers and employees comes 
first ”, says Rodney Ranz, the organizer of“ Heinzels 
Wintermärchen ” 
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giance; they came to become home builders; they 
came to become republic builders. They brought here 
their attachment to country; their devotion to law; 
their love of liberty; and their passion for music. The 
historian cannot write the history of our matchless 
and marvelous development and leave out the sturdy 
immigrants from all countries, and more especially 
from the German, the British and the Scandinavian 
countries. Here upon this Western continent, the best 
blood of the nations of the earth has met and fused 
into the American citizen. The transmutation has 
challenged the surprise and excited the admiration of 
the world. There has been no blood richer or more 
welcome than that which flows in German veins. 

Who takes more pride in our country than 
those of German birth who have given to it their alle-
giance?... Thousands of the flower of German youth 
came here after the revolution of 1848 in search of 
that liberty which was denied them in the fatherland. 
Brave, intelligent, loving liberty as the very air, they 
added to the great and honorable figures in American 
history. 

We have needed their plain, practical and 
conservative habits. In business they have been labo-
rious and industrious... They have educated their 
children--it has been a part of the German creed to 
educate--herein lies the secret of their power. The 
German policy has been to lay up something against 
the rainy day; to provide against old age and its inev-
itable infirmities. The helpfulness of the Germans 
toward each other has been one of the splendid les-
sons they have taught... The fidelity of Germans to-
ward each other has been to me always one of their 
striking and admirable characteristics. 

The Germans are found in every avenue of 
usefulness--doing their full duty as American citi-
zens. They have taken a conspicuous place at the bar; 
they preside in our courts of justice; they participate 
in politics; they have contributed some of the fore-
most statesmen in the history of the Government; 
they fill chairs in our great universities; they occupy 
the pulpit; they have increased the power of the 
press; they have added to our literature; they have 
helped to fell the forest and reclaim the waste places; 
they have been on the frontier line of civilization, 

(Con nued from page 4) and, in brief, they are found in every branch of intel-
lectual and commercial activity. Whenever the call 
to arms has come, they have marched down to the 
battlefields of the republic, and shown the world 
how patriots can do and die... 

We have a large commerce with Germany, 
which good relations will tend to promote; but be-
yond this, and above this, we are bound together by 
thousands of ties of kinship and association which 
should stimulate relations of enduring cordiality. 

I have no sort of sympathy with those who 
for some occult reason are attempting to foment dis-
cord between the United States and the German em-
pire. There is no reason why these two great nations 
should not continue to exist upon terms of amity. 
We should cultivate friendly relations not only with 
Germany, but with all the other great powers of the 
earth. We can never for-get--at least we never 
should forget--that Frederick the Great was the first 
to recognize the birth of the republic out of the 
throes of the Revolution; and that during the great 
civil war we had little to encourage us among many 
of the European powers, but Germany never ceased 
to manifest her belief in the eternal justice, and her 
faith in the ultimate triumph of our cause. 

The Germans are usually found on the side 
of good government. They carry into the service of 
the state the same wholesome, practical ideas of 
economy and loyalty to trust which they practice in 
their domestic affairs. They hold public officials to a 
high accountability, and this is well... 

We hear much in these latter days of the ten-
dency toward materialism. There is no doubt much 
foundation for this. The Germans have taught us, 
perhaps, as much, or more, than anyone else that 
there is much beyond that which is essentially mate-
rialistic...  

I trust that we shall retire from the interesting 
and impres-sive events of this holy day with a great-
er respect for all our countrymen, a greater love for 
the republic and with a determination to preserve, 
unimpaired, its honor and glory.     

 
 
 
 

(Con nued on page 8) 
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THE TRICENTENNIAL OF GERMAN 
IMMIGRATION, THE ATHENAEUM 
AND THE INDIANA GERMAN HERIT-
AGE SOCIETY  

            by Ruth Reichmann 
      
Early in March of 1983 I received a phone 

call from Horst Winkler, the Honorary Consul of 
Germany in Indiana. He had been asked by Gover-
nor Orr, to head up and put together an Indiana Tri-
centennial Commission and asked us, would we be 
willing to help and would I (Ruth) be willing to be 
the Vice Chair. Germany and the US had decided 
to embark on a joint nation-wide celebration of the 
Tricentennial of German Immigration. The date 
and the occasion was the arrival of thirty-three set-
tlers from Krefeld, Germany who arrived  in the 
port of Philadelphia October 6, 1683 after a 75-day 
voyage on the English Schooner Concord. They 
established the first sizable, stable and distinctly 
German settlement in America at Germantown in 
the commonwealth of Pennsylvania. The attention 
it got for 1983--- postal stamps in both countries, 
pins, mugs, and of course a number of books and 
brochures, overshadowed the fact that some Ger-
man craftsmen had come in 1608 to Jamestown, 
VA and several hundred German-speaking immi-
grants came between then and 1683, the year of the 
first group immigration. 

In 1983, throughout Indiana, like in many 
other states and towns, Tricentennial local commit-
tees were formed. A proclamation by Governor 
Robert D. Orr announced the celebration of 300 
Years of German Immigration to the New World, 

(Con nued from page 7) to honor German-American contributions to the 
growth of Indiana, and the formation of an Indiana 
State German Immigration Tricentennial Commis-
sion. Named to head the State Commission were 
Horst F. Winkler, then Hon. Consul of the Federal 
Republic of Germany; Vice Chairperson was Ruth 
Reichmann,  then State Representative of Sister Cit-
ies International, and Linda A. Winkler, Indianapo-
lis; Eberhard Reichmann, Bloomington; James Sack, 
Fort Wayne; Gary Kah, Indianapolis; Sally Holmes, 
Frankfort; Ken Schuette, Lafayette; William L. 
Selm, Indianapolis; James Smith, New Harmony and 
Emmet Kohler, Lafayette. An Indianapolis Commis-
sion was appointed by Major Hudnut. Giles Hoyt 
and Halbert Kunz served on it.  

We met in the Athenaeum, the former 
Deutsche Haus, home of the Athenaeum Turners, a 
beautiful historic building, located at the corner of 
Michigan and Massachusetts Avenue, that 
was unfortunately not in very good condition. The 
huge slate roof leaked right into the impressively 
decorated ballroom. The  Athenaeum was a Turnver-
ein (a Turner Club) built by the Indianapolis Sozialer 
Turnverein (1893-1898). It had been  a University 
Extension and  served the Normal College of the 
American Turners and Indiana University until it 
was moved in 1970  onto the core campus as The 
School of Physical Education.  P. Nicholas "Nick" 
Kellum, an instructor at the Normal College, served 
as its Dean over the years as it grew into The School 
of Physical Education, Health and Recreation of In-
diana University. Before 1969 the various academic 
units of today's IUPUI  Campus were  scattered all 
over Indianapolis as University Extensions. Prior to 
the completion of Cavanaugh Hall IU had seven lo-
cations in the city.The merger of the Purdue and In-
diana University campuses in 1969 into IUPUI had 
initiated the arduous task of moving these University 
Extensions onto the downtown Campus. 

The Normal College of the American Turn-
ers, the oldest continuous operating physical training 
school in the United States, was founded by the 
North American Turner Bund. The Turners embrace 
the tenets of  sound  body and sound mind through 
physical fitness and all-round physical and mental 
development. Although their language preference 
remained German, membership was open across the 

(Con nued on page 9) 
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ethnic spectrum. In 1850 they decided to found a 
physical education Seminary or Normal College 
for the training of professional physical education 
teachers. A Normal School or College is an insti-
tution; created to train High School graduates to 
be teachers, by educating them in the norms of 
pedagogy and curriculum. Most such schools to-
day are known as Teachers Colleges. The first 
courses were offered in New York. During the 
following years the Normal College was moved 
several times to different locations. The move 
to Indianapolis and  the Deutsche Haus had prov-
en to be optimal since it  provided a great gymna-
sium and 12 rooms from lecture halls to library 
and meeting rooms. The move of the Normal Col-
lege to the IUPUI campus in 1970 left the owners 
of the building without an income and facing se-
vere financial  problems and they were unable 
to maintain the large  structure. It began to fall 
into disrepair and came close to being offered at a 
Sheriff's sale.  

The Athenaeum Turners were glad to have 
us and we joined them and became members and 
they started working with us. The responsibilities 
of the Tricentennial  Commission were  to work 
with interested groups around the state, to stimu-
late interest in contributions made to Indiana by 
immigrants from the German-speaking areas of 
Europe, to promote interest in the Tricentennial 
and improve relations between Germany and the 
United States. We planned to have several pro-
grams throughout the Tricentennial year in the 
Athenaeum.  

On October 6, 1983, 300 years after the 
first group had arrived on American soil, we cele-
brated at the footsteps of the Indiana Capitol with 
a German Band and some talks, including a proc-
lamation by Governor Orr. The governor so much 
enjoyed the Band that he started directing it under 
much applause. In the evening we had anoth-
er  celebration, again with the German band in the 
Biergarten of the Athenaeum. This Ocober there 
were many Oktoberfests and Germanfests in Indi-
ana, some old and some new. October 6, with 
many celebrations and events, had come and 
gone. However, the Tricentennial enthusiasm car-

(Con nued from page 8) ried over into 1984. The rediscovery process of 
our heritage had just begun - this could not be the 
end. 

When the Tricentennial Commission met a 
last time at the Athenaeum, it was decided that we 
would change the Tricentennial Commission into 
a German Heritage Organization to continue the 
work. As a memorial to the Tricentennial Eber-
hard Reichmann planned an Anthology 
of the German Immigration to Indiana. Another 
task was to aid in saving the Deutsche Haus/
Athenaeum. The Indiana German Heritage Socie-
ty would be located in the Deutsche Haus-
Athenaeum and aid the Turners and this great 
Landmark to raise money and to have it renovat-
ed.  

Lady Luck smiled on this endeavor as 
Downtown Indianapolis was growing in the direc-
tion of  Mass Avenue and Lockerbie Square, the 
former Germantown. Business leaders, entrepre-
neurs and young professionals began to move into 
the area and they began to frequent the Rathskel-
ler Restaurant and Biergarten. IGHS brought back 
some lost customs and traditions and the Deutsche 
Haus/Athenaeum is once again full of activities 
and celebrations. 

On August 6, 1987, Congress approved 
S.J. Resolution 108, designating October 6, 1987, 
as German-American Day. It became Pub.L. 100–
104, 101 Stat. 721 when President Reagan signed 
it on August 18. A proclamation (#5719) to this 
effect was issued October 2, 1987, by President 
Reagan in a formal ceremony in the White House 
Rose Garden, at which time the President called 
on Americans to observe the Day with appropriate 
ceremonies and activities. 

Presidents since then have continued to 
make proclamations to observe German-American 
Day. 

 
J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N 

To designate October 6, 1987, as "German-
American Day." 

Whereas the tricentennial of the arrival of 
the first German immigrants to the United States 
was celebrated on October 6, 1983; 

Whereas such day was proclaimed by the 
(Con nued on page 13) 
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German‐American Day  

Essay Contest for High School Students 
Sponsored by: Indiana German Heritage Society 
Deadline: German‐American Day, October 6, 2020 

 

 

Prizes: 
1st prize:  $300.00,  2nd prize: $200.00,  3rd prize: $100.00 

  

Contest winners will be invited to share their findings with the IGHS organiza on at one of their monthly 
Stamm sch mee ngs and/or by publishing the essay in the quarterly newsle er. 

 

Essay Topic: 
“Gesundheit!” – German‐Americans and Their Impact on Health, Health 

Sciences, and Well‐Being in the U.S.A.” 
 

Descrip on:   
 

Immigrants from German‐speaking countries contributed to many aspects of public life and community build‐
ing in the U.S.A..  Scien sts, ar sts, farmers and entrepreneurs shaped the fabric of their new homeland. 
Their contribu ons to society included those in the field of health care and well‐being. From founding phar‐
macies to promo ng natural remedies, from crea ng spa towns to developing new pharmaceu cals and 
businesses in the health care field, these immigrants helped improve lives – both in Indiana and across the 
country. In your essay, describe and analyze one or more aspects of these accomplishments, either by focus‐
ing on one par cular person or business, or by discussing one domain of specializa on (i.e. pharmaceu cals, 
natural remedies, lifestyle, physical fitness, etc.). 
 
 

Evalua on of Essay: Factual evidence/research, analysis, crea vity, wri ng style will be considered equally.  
Evalua on of Personal Statement (in German):  content, details, grammar and vocabulary. 
 
Contest Requirements:  Please submit in 1 Word document: 

 Essay, approx. 750‐1000 words (in English); Notate sources and include a “Works Cited” 
 Minimum one‐half page statement (~125 words) of student’s background (in German), highligh ng any 
experiences with German language and culture which have influenced the student’s personal life and educa‐
onal career, or their own German‐American heritage (where applicable). 

Cover page with:  Student name & email address, Teacher’s Name, High School Name & City 
 

Submit entries via email (subject line:  “IGHS HS Essay Contest”) as one Word document a achment to Dr. 
Wendy Westphal, IGHS Educa on Commi ee, 

Marian University German Program, abroad@marian.edu 
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GERMAN-AMERICAN DAY ESSAY CONTEST 
For College Students 

Sponsored by: 

Indiana German Heritage Society (IGHS)  
Deadline: October 6, 2020 

 
1st prize: $300, 2nd prize: $200,  3rd prize: $100  

 

Contest winners will be invited to share their findings with the IGHS organiza on at one of their monthly 
Stamm sch mee ngs and/or by publishing the essay in the quarterly newsle er. 

 
Essay Topic: 

“Gesundheit!” – German‐Americans and Their Impact on Health, Health 
Sciences, and Well‐Being in the U.S.A.” 

 
Descrip on:  Immigrants from German‐speaking countries contributed to many aspects of public life and 
community building in the U.S.A..  Scien sts, ar sts, farmers and entrepreneurs shaped the fabric of their 
new homeland. Their contribu ons to society included those in the field of health care and well‐being. 
From founding pharmacies to promo ng natural remedies, from crea ng spa towns to developing new 
pharmaceu cals and businesses in the health care field, these immigrants helped improve lives – both in 
Indiana and across the country. In your essay, describe and analyze one or more aspects of these accom‐
plishments, either by focusing on one par cular person or business, or by discussing one domain of speciali‐
za on (i.e. pharmaceu cals, natural remedies, lifestyle, physical fitness, etc.). 
 
 

Evalua on of Essay: Factual evidence/research, analysis, crea vity, wri ng style will be considered equally.  
Evalua on of Personal Statement (in German):  content, details, grammar and vocabulary. 
 
 
Contest Requirements:  Please submit in 1 Word document: 

Essay, approx. 750‐1000 words (in English); Notate sources and include a “Works Cited” 
One page (double spaced) statement  (~250 words) of student’s background (in German), highligh ng 

any experiences / planned experiences with German language and culture which have influenced 
the student’s personal life and educa onal career, or their own German‐American heritage (where 
applicable).  

Cover page with:  Student name & email address, Teacher’s Name, University Name 
 

Submit entries via email (subject line:  “IGHS College Essay Contest”) as one Word document a achment 
to: Dr. Wendy Westphal, IGHS Educa on Commi ee, 

Marian University German Program, abroad@marian.edu 
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Wyneken House cropped up again in 2005, IGHS, 
took ownership of the house. A house mover was 
contracted, and it was moved a mile across farm 
fields to get to a suitable road. It made it to the 
temporary site on the Winchester Road, where a 
few years later, the landowner, Dona Schaefer, 
donated the almost three acres to FOW giving the 
house a permanent home. 

The Wyneken 
House is a unique, one of 
a kind piece of living his-
tory. On its own, being a 
surviving pre-civil war 
home would be enough to 
make it worth saving, but 
what makes it special is its 
connection with Pastor 
Wyneken, as it is the only 
known surviving home of 
an Indiana religious pioneer. 
The FOW believed that the 
Wyneken House could 
serve to teach not just 
about Pastor Wyneken, 
but about German migra-
tion to northeast Indiana, 
about life on the wild 
frontier, religious life on 
the frontier and about Lu-
theranism, as well as the 
unique features of the 
house itself. 

To understand the 
importance of the 
Wyneken House it is im-
portant to understand Wyneken himself. Pastor 
Friedrich Conrad Dietrich Wyneken was born 
1810 in Verden an der Aller, the son of a Luther-
an pastor. Wyneken followed his father and two 
of his brothers into the Lutheran clergy. In 1838, 
Wyneken emigrated to the United States, arriving 
in Baltimore, where he helped a mixed congrega-
tion of Lutherans and Reformed (Moravians) for 
about a year. The following year Wyneken was 
sent west to serve the many Protestant German 
farmers who had moved into Ohio, Indiana, and 

(Con nued from page 6) Michigan. Wyneken found Lutherans who had not 
heard a sermon in years, so he focused on their 
religious needs, and baptized many children. Us-
ing Fort Wayne as his base, Wyneken had agreed 
to serve the congregations, St. Paul in Fort Wayne 
and Zion, Friedheim, but also as a circuit rider, in 
the region and beyond. 

In August of 1841, Wyneken married one 
of Karl Buuck’s daughters, Sophie, some 13 years 

his junior. He took his bride for 
an extended stay to Germany, 
where he worked on getting 
pastoral help for the German 
settlements in the US. During 
the summer of 1842, Wyneken 
compiled his previous written 
and oral appeals into a large 
pamphlet titled: Die Not der 
deutschen Lutheraner in 
Nordamerika: Ihren Glaubeng-
enossen in der Heimat ans 

Herz gelegt von Friedrich 
Wyneken (The Need of German 

Lutherans in North America: 
As Friedrich Wyneken Laid it 
Upon the Heart of Their Fel-
low Believers in the Home-
land.) This pamphlet called the 
"Notruf" was circulated widely. 
Wyneken's missionary experi-
ence, method, and plan influ-
enced American Lutheran mis-
sions for many years to come. 
His appeals to Wilhelm Loehe 
and other German friends 
brought many German pastors 

from Germany to America. 
Karl Buuck, Wyneken’s father-in-law, was 

wealthy by this time, and in 1858 he built a large 
gable-front house in Decatur to shelter their grow-
ing family, a brood that eventually included 13 
children. At a time when many were still living in 
log homes, the house that Buuck built for the 
Wyneken family could easily pass for many rural 
Indiana farm homes today.  The house acted as a 
Civil War missionary base for Wyneken from 
1859 to 1864 and doubled as headquarters of the 

(Con nued on page 13) 

Wyneken House during move to new lo-
cation in 2005. 

Wyneken House during restoration. 
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Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, while he 
served for fourteen years as the second president 
of the Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod, and 
helped found and served as the first president of 
the present-day Concordia Theological Seminary.  

Traveling by horse from the farmhouse, 
Wyneken journeyed throughout sparsely populat-
ed areas of Indiana, Ohio and Michigan to tend to 
the spiritual needs of German settlers, recruiting 
other Lutheran ministers from his homeland to 
help serve the rural population. By 1876, Pastor 
Wyneken was not doing well; his strenuous in-
volvements and all his ailments were taking their 
toll. He died that same year in San Francisco. Fol-
lowing Wyneken’s death, Sophie sold the home. 

In 2004, the Friends of Wyneken was or-
ganized to save the Wyneken House. In the ensu-
ing years, a plundered, abandoned, derelict house 
has been saved from certain destruction and large-
ly restored to its original beauty. A unique historic 
German-American icon has been saved and once 
again made usable to teach new generations about 
our special history and heritage. All the work that 
has been done and remains to be done is depend-
ent on donations, fund raising, and grants. Two of 
the biggest milestones achieved were the incorpo-
ration of the Friends of Wyneken and the award-
ing of the non-profit 501(c) 3 status from the IRS 
and the State. In conjunction with this new offi-
cial status, the Friends of Wyneken were excited 
to announce that the Indiana German Heritage 
Society (IGHS) has decided to transfer ownership 
to the newly incorporated Friends of Wyneken 
Inc. They will continue their work inspired by the 
trust IGHS has put in them. 

Heinz Roesch was president at that time 
and he wrote in the Spring 2018 Newsletter: "And 
last but not least after successfully saving Pastor 
Wyneken’s home up in Decatur, IN from certain 
destruction well over 10 years ago the board of 
IGHS decided to transfer ownership of this histor-
ic structure to a newly founded charitable organi-
zation called the Friends of Wyneken Inc. The 
Friends of Wyneken, a large group of dedicated 
individuals over many years poured their hearts 
and resources into restoring this house. They were 

(Con nued from page 12) 

supported by many who donated materials, labor 
and funds. Especially Paul Wolf needs to be rec-
ognized for his very generous financial support. I 
wish the new organization much success in finish-
ing this project so that soon an Interpretive Center 
can be established in this part of the great state of 
Indiana." 

This article by Ruth Reichmann is based 
on information from the IGHS Newsletter, Vol. 
34, Spring 2018, when FOW was hosting the An-
nual Meeting to show off the great work they had 
done. Another Annual Meeting was hosted by the 
group in 2011 so the board and members could 
follow the progress. 

 

President to be German-American Day in honor 
of the contributions made by German immigrants 
to the life and culture of the United States; 

Whereas such contributions should be rec-
ognized and celebrated every year; and 

Whereas the German-American Friend-
ship Garden, symbolic of friendly relations be-
tween West Germany and the United States, will 
be dedicated in the District of Columbia in the 
near future:  

Now, therefore, be it Resolved by the Sen-
ate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That 
October 6, 1987, is designated as "German-
American Day," and the President is authorized 
and requested to issue a proclamation calling on 
the people of the United States to observe such 
day with appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

 
Approved by President Reagan  

on August 18, 1987 

(Con nued from page 9) 
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2020 Indiana Sister Cities  
Virtual Symposium 

 
The Indiana Sister Cities Symposium is 

going virtual this year!  On Saturday, September 
12th, Indiana’s Sister Cities  are coming together 
virtually for some panel discussions on where we 
stand with our various Sister City relationships, 
and how to keep those relationships alive during a 
worldwide pandemic.  

A musical medley by three or four differ-
ent bands will be played at intermission times.  
Monika Herzig has graciously offered to help out 
with some of her pre-recorded music!  
 
 

Sister Cities 35th Anniversary  
 
 Jasper and Pfaffenweiler signed the origi-
nal partnership document 35 years ago. The cur-
rent COVID pandemic prevented the two current 
Mayors from re-signing the partnership document 
during the anniversary celebrations, but it did 
nothing to dampen their close friendship.  The 
celebration has been rescheduled for June 2022. 

Sister Cities of Jasper Wins  
SCI 2020 Award 

 
 Sister Cities of Jasper announced the re-
ceipt of the Innovation Award in Arts & Culture 
for cities with a population under 25,000 from 
Sister Cities International (SCI) during their annu-
al conference held virtually July 7-8. This is the 
third award Sister Cities of Jasper has received 
from Sister Cities International in three years. Sis-
ter Cities of Jasper received the award for Best 
Overall Program in 2018  

INDIANA CHAPTER 
PALATINES TO AMERICA 

 
The Indiana Chapter, Palatines to America 

will hold their Fall Meeting on Saturday, October 
3 as virtual presentations via ZOOM. Our featured 
speaker will be Teresa Steinkamp McMillin, a 
Certified Genealogist and the author of the Guide 
to Hanover Military Records, 1514-1866 on Mi-
crofilm at the Family History Library. She is the 
owner of Lind Street Research, a company dedi-
cated to helping people discover their German 
ancestry.  

She will provide 4 presentations: 
 Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of German Mili-

tary Records 
 He Took Her Name: Understanding German 

Farm Names 
 Stymied by Stieglers: Solved Using Indirect 

Evidence 
 So, You've Found Your German Town of 

Origin, Now What? 
For additional details, flyer, and a registra-

tion form see: https://www.palam.org > Events on 
the homepage 

Send any questions to: indiana-
palam@gmail.com  

IGHS Newsletter Deadlines 
 

In order to make the next newsletter, 
please submit your stories and pictures 
by the listed deadlines 
 
Issue    Copy Deadline 
Issue #1 (Winter)           December 10 

Issue #2 (Spring)           February 1 

Issue #3 (Summer) May 10 

Issue #4 (Fall)  August 10 
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Alle Jahre Wieder 
By Bernhard Klause 

 
I love Christmas, it truly is “the most won-

derful time of the year”!  
Growing up in Germany, this was my fa-

vorite holiday with all those family traditions that 
came back year after year. I grew up with 4 sib-
lings, so Christmas was a huge celebration with 
traditional foods, church services, family visits, 
the same schedule each year and – oh, the won-
derfully decorated Christmas tree ! Of course, al-
ways a freshly cut tree, trimmed on Christmas 
Eve morning, always the same decorations pulled 
out of the basement each year. 

Of course, the love for Christmas contin-
ued after I married and had 3 children – new tradi-
tions complemented the old ones. 

After we moved to the US in 2012, we 
tried to combine our traditional German Christ-
mas with some new, American ways to celebrate 
and the merge has worked out great. We still have 
a fresh tree, but trim it a little earlier, and we 
brought our traditional tree decoration from Ger-
many, and use the same each year. My wife inher-
ited some Christmas ornaments from her grand-
mother, which are almost 100 years old by now 
and we put them on the tree each year. 

Of course, we missed the German 
Christkindl Markets very much, those have a long 
tradition and even the smallest village will have a 
market around Christmas time each year. The 
smell of “gebrannte Mandeln”, “Bratwurst”, and – 
most important – “Glühwein” belongs to the joys 
and preparing for Christmas just like the tree it-

self. 
When the city of Carmel started to organ-

ize and prepare for their first-ever Christkindl 
Market in 2017 I was only too happy to partici-
pate and help with the organization. I started out 
that first year as a salesperson for the “Steinbach 
Nutcrackers”. This company is located in Marien-
berg in Saxony and is a very traditional company. 
I’m sure that if you have ever visited the market, 
you stood in front of my booth and admired the 
traditional, Santa-like nutcrackers, as well as the 
modern kind which used Baywatch, Star Wars,  
and the Bavarian “Oktoberfest” as inspiration. 

But I always felt there was something 
missing from the Christkindl Market, a merchan-
dise you will find at each and every Christmas 
Market in Germany – a booth that offers tradition-
al, high-quality, individual and authentic glass 
ornaments for decorating the Christmas tree. 

So finally, at the end of the last Carmel 
Christkindl Market I decided to establish my own 
company in order to bring these beautiful glass 
ornaments to the Market and to the US. 

I started to investigate around the history 
of glassblower’s art in Germany and the first 
prominent area that I discovered was Lauscha. 
Lauscha is a small village in the deep heart of the 
Thuringia Forest, the “Green Heart of Germany”. 
Glass blowing tradition started there in 1597, 
when Hans Greiner and Christoph Müller re-
ceived the permit from the administration to es-
tablish the first glass manufacturing plant, where 
they produced flasks, oil lamps, ink pots, and 
many more glass products. 

The “modern” glass ornaments were creat-
ed at the beginning of the 18th century. A poor 
glass blower could not afford to decorate his fami-
ly’s Christmas tree with the traditional decoration 
at that time: apples and nuts. But he still wanted 
his family to have a beautiful tree because it was 
the most important piece in the house. He went 
back to what he had at hand in abundance…glass.  

Other glass blowers realized the growing 
popularity of Christmas baubles and began pro-
ducing them in a wide range of designs. In the 
1840’s a picture of Queen Victoria’s Christmas 
tree was shown in a London newspaper. It was 
decorated with the finest hand-blown German 
glass ornaments by her husband Prince Albert 



Indiana German Heritage Society Newsletter   16 

 

who was a native German. From then on Lauscha 
began exporting glass ornaments throughout Eu-
rope. 

In the 1880’s American F.W. Woolworth 
started importing German glass ornaments to the 
United States. Unfortunately, the end of World 
War II meant that East Germany’s communist 
government turned most of Lauscha’s glass manu-
facturers  into state-owned companies. It wasn’t 
until after the fall of the Berlin Wall in the 1990’s 
that most of the companies were re-established as 
private family owned businesses. 

Today there are still more than 20 small 
glass-blowing firms active in and around Lauscha 
to celebrate this festive heritage. Thanks to two 
glass maker families a world-wide tradition was 
born in the small village of Lauscha and we all get 
a chance to enjoy the beautiful hand-made Christ-
mas ornaments. 

After having done background research on 
the history of glass ornaments, the most important 
thing for me was to find small German companies 
in and around Lauscha that are able to import their 
products to the US. I also wanted to see first-hand 
how these ornaments are made to make sure that 
people at the Christkindl Market are able to buy 
authentic German products.  

I already visited Lauscha in August 2017 
where I got the idea to bring glass ornaments to 
the Christkindl Market. I contacted Michael, a 
glassblower from Lauscha who has his glass facto-
ry in his own family home. He showed me around 
and gave me some information about him and his 
business and over the years we became friends. He 

helped me find other family owned glassblowers in 
and around Lauscha. Each family has their own in-
dividual and unique traditional ornament designs. 

When I was in Germany in March this year, 
I visited seven companies in and around Lauscha. 
Every company has their own product line. They 
showed me around and provided me with a wonder-
ful insight into the production process. It was amaz-
ing to see these beautiful ornaments being made in 
person. 

I took some picture and collected some 
background stories about the meaning behind some 
of the glass ornaments. The “Frog“ is produced to 
give us advice to not look back in life, but to look 
forward because a frog can only jump forward. The 
“Reflexballs” must be on the Christmas tree be-
cause during Christmas time the good spirit and the 
bad spirit come into the house and both look into 
the “Reflexballs“. The bad spirit gets frightened 
with what he is seeing and immediately leaves the 
house. Only the good spirit stays in every family 
home. 

Pictures of these wonderful glass ornaments 
are available on my Instagram account 
glass.gifts20, or since COVID has forced the can-
celation of the Christkindlmarkt this year, you will 
be able to find theses ornaments starting November 
5th at Nine + Roxy (www.nineandroxy.com), 751 
Hanover Place, Carmel, IN 46032 

If you have any questions about the orna-
ments or are interested in purchasing some, I would 
be happy to help you. You can get in contact with 
me by emailing me at glass.gifts20@gmail.com 

I love Christmas ! 
Bernhard Klause 
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I  G -A  H  C  
 

S   P  
 
Wednesday, September 9: Board Meeting, Stammtisch and Program: Half Year in Heilbronn.  

Kaylee Crowell is an inspired IUPUI student. She is a double major in German and Biomedical Engi-
neering. Kaylee spent an eventful half year in Heilbronn, the famous Swabian city in Baden-
Württemberg, working in an internship through IUPUI. She was able to travel throughout Germany. 
Join us via Zoom: https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJckce6orTkpH9dTJH6Rca4wqVh1Jcu-lv7T  

  
Wednesday, October 14: Board Meeting, Stammtisch and Program: What Are German Park, German 
American Klub, and The Federation of German Societies of Indianapolis??? presented by Travis Jerde, 
PhD. 

German Park is famous for THE OKTOBERFEST in Indianapolis. All others are pale imitations of the 
German Park version, which of course is a pale imitation of the real one in Munich. The park was 
founded in 1934 by the Federation of German Societies of Indianapolis to be the home of these socie-
ties that had survived the culture war against German-Americans during the First World War of 1917-
18. Dr. Jerde will lead us through the parks history. 

 Join us via Zoom:  https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJUqcuyvqzIrHNBAY54myTsCPNe6vRJS3l7Y 
  
Wednesday, November 11: Board Meeting, Stammtisch and Program: Finding Your German Family 
History presented by Allison Singleton. 

Have you wanted to get started with your German family history and didn't know where to start? Join 
us on November 11th to learn the basics on working with your German family history research.  

 Join us via Zoom: https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJIvcOmppj8rHNAN10ifqVDsv1GQWt6kKIvb  

 Wednesday, December 9: Board Meeting, Stammtisch and Program: Wiehnachtsliederkranzundchrist-
baumschmuckaustausch!  

Brought back by popular demand, William Laut will lead and accompany us singing the BEST Christ-
mas songs ever. Bring a wrapped Christmas ornament valued $5-10 in the basket and draw a different 
one to take home. German Refreshments will be served. 

Join us via Zoom:  https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJYuc-uurTIvG9Nm8XQydLbjNpzHCHcolLSX   

As always, the programs are held at the Athenaeum, 401 E. Michigan St., Indianapolis. They are in 
English--free of charge and open  to the public. Optional dinner and conversation at 6:30 p.m. with the 
program at 7:30 p.m. Dinner costs $15.00 per person (tax, non-alcoholic beverage, and gratuity in-
cluded).  Please respond with your plans for attendance to secretary.ighs@gmail.com.  

 
As of press time, all events are tentative.  The program committee is investigating the possibility of of-
fering these events as Zoom meetings, should the situation warrant.   
  

 
 

O  P  
 
Saturday, September 12, 2020: SEVENTH Annual Wine & Beer Tasting To Benefit 

The Rev. F.C.D. Wyneken Home, 11730 N.W. Winchester Road, Decatur, IN 
46733. Drinking, Dining, Dancing & Socializing. 6:00 P.M. – 9:00 P.M.  Gates 
open at 5:30 P.M. $20 Per Person Advance or  $25 day of event. Wine & beer 
Tasting—6:00 P.M. – 7:30 P.M.  Silent Auction — 5:30 P.M – 8:00 P.M. 
ADULTS OVER THE AGE OF 21 ONLY. Cash bar will also be available.  For 
information/tickets, call or text: 260-437-0420.   
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Saturday, October 3, 2020: 2020 Athenaeum GermanFest.  
 Featuring a German-style Farmer’s market, a socially-distanced Bier-
garten, proclamations from the mayor and governor, and this year’s Hoosier 
German-American of the Year award.  Video Wiener Races! And  Do-it-
yourself Athenaeum GermanFest kits will be available.  For details, see arti-
cle on page 4. 
 

 
Saturday, October 3, 2020:  The Indiana Chapter, Palatines to America  Fall Zoom 
Meeting. 

 Our featured speaker will be Teresa Steinkamp McMillin, a Certi-
fied Genealogist and owner of Lind Street Research, a company dedicated 
to helping people discover their German ancestry.   She will provide 4 
Zoom presentations:  Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of German Military 
Records; He Took Her Name: Understanding German Farm Names; Stymied by Stieglers: 
Solved Using Indirect Evidence and So, You've Found Your German Town of Origin, Now 
What?  For additional details, flyer, and a registration form see: https://www.palam.org. Ques-
tions to: indianapalam@gmail.com. 

 
Friday, November 13 and Saturday, 14, 2020, Decentering German Cinema Conference:  

 The Max Kade Center (MKC) is incredibly excited to host this conference 
which will interrogate and theorize the linguistic and geo-political limits of German 
Cinema.  The public is welcome to watch the presentations and pose questions to the 
presenters.  This conference is generously supported by the Daniel Nuetzel Memorial 
Conference Fund and the Max Kade German-American Center. More information and 
registration can be found on the conference website. This event will be held on Zoom. 
 

Thursday, November 19, 2020, A Conversation with Filmmaker Sheri Hagen: The Max 
Kade Center is pleased to invite filmmaker and actor Sheri Hagen to speak about 
filmmaking, diversity, and her film, Auf den zweiten Blick (2012).  Partnering 
with the Africana Studies Program at IUPUI, MKC will offer a screening of her 
film, followed by a discussion on November 19th.  RSVP and more information 
will be available on the MKC Events page in the coming month.  This event will 
be held on Zoom. 
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Indiana German Heritage Society 
Membership Form 

Name:   _____________________________________________________________   

E-Mail:  _____________________________________________________________ 

Please enter / renew my membership: 

 Individual $20.00  Business $100.00 
 Family $25.00  Non-Profit $50.00 
 Full-time Student $5.00   Library Rate $15.00 
 (with teacher’s signature) 
 
Second person for family membership 

  Name:  ____________________________________________________________   

E-Mail:  ____________________________________________________________ 

    Address: ____________________________________________________________ 

   ____________________________________________________________ 

          City: ____________________________   State: ____    Zip Code:  ______ - ____ 

    Country: ________________________________   Phone:  (____)  ____ - ________  
 

I would like to receive the IGHS Newsletter:     E-Mail   US Mail 

Specific Interests: 
 Architecture  Family  Local Community 
 Arts  Genealogy   Music 
 Cultural Exchanges /  General   Religious 
 Sister Cities  German Language Programs  Teaching Materials 
   History   Traditions & Folklore  
 
Knowledge of German Language:  None  Some  Fluent 
Knowledge of Old German Script (Sütterlin):  None  Some  Good 
I am willing to help with activities (Circle one): Yes No 

I wish to make an additional tax-deductible donation of $ ________. 

 This is a gift membership.  Name of person providing gift membership: 

_____________________________________________________________ 
  

Please make checks payable to: Indiana German Heritage Society.  Send your membership form and 
payment to Indiana German Heritage Society, Membership Chair, 401 East Michigan Street, Indianapolis, 
IN 46204. 

To join or renew online, go to IGHS.org!  



Indiana German Heritage Society Newsletter   20 

 

Indiana German Heritage Society  
401 East Michigan Street 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 
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Attention  

High School &  
College Students! 

 

Win Cash Prizes  
in the  

 
The IGHS  

German-American Day  
Essay Contest  

 
 

Deadline: 6 October 2020 
 

See page 10-11 for details 


